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A COVERED WAGON TRIP TO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK IN 189^-
PART I I 

- from the diary of EVA S. BANCROFT 

PREFACE- In the April BULLETIN in the first part of the trip related to the journey from 
Buffalo, Wyoming to Yellowstone Park. As stated in the last issue one page of the 
original diary is missing and that particular page chronicled their visits to sites 
inside the Park. However, a few place names recording their entrance and exit does 
furnish some clues as to what places they saw in the Park. 

Enough location names were in the diary to map their trail north into Montana, 
westward and south into the Park in Wyoming. Upon leaving the northeastern entrance they 
traveled in a east-south easterly direction home to Buffalo, Wyoming. Hence, a map of 
the trip is included in this issue. 

THE DIARY CONTINUES.... -Editor-

P a i n t P o t , a l a r g e b o i l i n g s p r i n g . I t h i n k i t was 25 or 30 f e e t 
a c r o s s . I t b o i l s a l l o v e r and l o o k s l i k e w h i t e p a i n t b o i l i n g , At noon 
we camped n e a r E a s t F i r e H o l e R i v e r f o r d i n n e r . F r e d went f i s h i n g and 
c a u g h t f o u r t r o u t . Then we s t a r t e d a g a i n o v e r t h e w o r s t r o a d s y e t . We 
went o v e r what i s c a l l e d M a r y ' s M o u n t a i n and t h e r o a d i s not used now 
but F r e d t h o u g h t i t was n e a r e r . The r o a d i s c o v e r e d w i t h r o c k s . The 
h i l l 3 m i l e s l o n g and s t e e p a s a r o o f o f a h o u s e . I t took 2 h o u r s t o 
get t h e h o r s e s and wagon up. I w a l k e d up. At n i g h t we camped a t an 
o l d S t a g e S t a t i o n t h a t h a s been abandoned f o r sometime and t h e g i r l s and 
I went i n t o t h e s h a n t y t o s l e e p . I t was so c o l d i n t h e n i g h t t h a t we 
c o u l d not s l e e p . I n t h e m o r n i n g e v e r y t h i n g was f r o z e n s t i f f . 
S e ptember - G e t t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t f o r t h e l a s t s i t e t h a t we e x p e c t t o 
se e i n t h e P a r k . We got a few m i l e s from where we camped when we got 
to a p l a c e where t h e b r i d g e was gone and F r e d had a t i m e g e t t i n g t h e 
h o r s e s o v e r but a t l a s t he got them o v e r . E d i t h was r i g h t b e h i n d when 
h e r h o r s e got i n t o t h e c r e e k . The g i r t t o h e r s a d d l e b r o k e and t h a t 
t h r e w h e r o f f b u t d i d n o t h u r t h e r . The g i r l s d i d not r i d e o v e r . We 
a l l w a l k e d o v e r on a l o g . Then we went on a t noon. We camped n e a r a 
c r e e k f o r d i n n e r on our way we p a s s e d S u l p h u r M o u n t a i n where t h e r e i s a 
S u l p h u r G y s e r . At n i g h t we camped about one m i l e from Y e l l o w s t o n e F a l l s . 
Went t o s e e t h e F a l l s . They were g r a n d but t h e Canyon i s t h e g r a n d e s t 
I e v e r saw. 
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Septemb s r 5 — On our way out of t h e P a r k we s t a r t e d f o r M o r r i s and got 
t h e r e a b o u t t e n o ' c l o c k . Camped f o r d i n n e r . At n i g h t camped about s i x 
m i l e s f r o m Hot S p r i n g s . 
S e ptember 6 - G e t t i n g b r e a k f a s t . S h a l l s t a r t a s soon a s i t i s o v e r . 
S t a r t e d a b o u t n i n e . Went a s f a r a s t h e Hot S p r i n g s . Went i n t o t h e p l a c e 
where t h e y s e l l c o a t e d s p e c i m e n s . Bought some and d r o v e t h r e e m i l e s and 
got d i n n e r and i t began t o r a i n so had t o s t a y a l l n i g h t . Had t r o u t f o r 
s u p p e r . 
S eptember 7 - C l e a r e d t h i s m o r n i n g so we s t a r t e d a g a i n . At noon got 
d i n n e r and F r e d went f i s h i n g . D i d not g e t a n y . At n i g h t camped n e a r 
a s m a l l l a k e . 
S eptember 8 - S t a r t e d a b o u t e i g h t . Drove t i l l one ( o ' c l o c k ) camped f o r 
d i n n e r . F r e d went f i s h i n g , c a u g h t one t r o u t . At n i g h t camped n e a r a 
c r e e k r i g h t between two m o u n t a i n s . D u r i n g t h e n i g h t some a n i m a l came 
and r a n up and down t h e t e n t . We had an a w f u l t i m e g e t t i n g up a t e r r i b l e 
h i l l . 
S eptember 9 - G e t t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n . Drove t o Cook C i t y . We had 
a g r e a t t i m e g e t t i n g t h e r e . The h o r s e s got b a u l k y but we got t h e r e a t 
l a s t and camped f o r t h e n i g h t . Cook C i t y i s a m i n i n g town. 
September 10 - The m i n e r s a r e not w o r k i n g on a c c o u n t of t h e h a r d t i m e s . 
We met one o f t h e mine owners and h i s w i f e and he t o o k us o v e r t h e m i l l 
and t o t h e mine and e x p l a i n e d t h e p r o c e s s e s of g r i n d i n g t h e o r e and g e t ­
t i n g o ut t h e g o l d and when we got back f r o m t h e t u n n e l h i s w i f e had d i n ­
n e r a l r e a d y . They t a k e t h e i r cook w i t h them when t h e y go t o t h e mine. 
She t h o u g h t a f t e r c l i m b i n g t h e m o u n t a i n we s h o u l d need s o m e t h i n g . I 
t h i n k she was v e r y k i n d . We had a n i c e d i n n e r . The c o o k s i s a man and 
e v e r y t h i n g i s n e a t and c l e a n and cooked i n t h e b e s t manner. A f t e r d i n ­
n e r we d r o v e a b o u t t e n m i l e s and camped n e a r t h e m o u n t a i n s and i n t h e 
woods . 
S e ptember 11 - A r e g e t t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n . We go s l o w f o r our 
h o r s e s a r e g e t t i n g t i r e d . We met a man i n Cook C i t y t h a t was born i n 
Dedham, M a s s a c h u s e t t s and he went w i t h us t o t h e mine. He has been i n 
t h e w e s t f o r a g r e a t many y e a r s . He was g l a d t o s e e p e o p l e from Massa­
c h u s e t t s and t o o k a g r e a t d e a l of n o t i c e of u s . We have an a w f u l h i l l 
t o go up. One of t h e h o r s e s would not work so we had t o go i n t o camp. 
We had drawn t h e wagon p a r t - w a y up t h e h i l l . Then t h e h o r s e s d i d t h e 
r e s t b ut t h e p o l e was b r o k e so F r e d had t o make a new one w h i c h d i d not 
h e l p us a b o u t g e t t i n g a l o n g . At n i g h t we camped n e a r a l i t t l e s t r e a m 
and E d i t h w a s h e d . I was so t i r e d t h a t I went t o bed w i t h o u t s u p p e r . 
September 12 - F r e d h a s got t h e p o l e most done and t h e n we s h a l l t r y 
a g a i n . S t a r t e d a t l a s t . D r ove t i l l noon. Stopped f o r d i n n e r . We had 
s u c h bad r o a d s t h a t I w a l k e d most of t h e way. I was so t i r e d 1 had t o 
l i e down a w h i l e . They got d i n n e r and i t began t o snow p r e t t y soon and 
we had t o s t a y a l l n i g h t . 
S eptember 13 - S t i l l i n camp. I t i s snowy t h i s m o r n i n g . W a i t i n g f o r 
f a i r w e a t h e r . D i d n o t s t a r t t i l l two t h i s PM, Snowed when we s t a r t e d 
b ut d i d not go a few m i l e s . I t was so c o l d we had t o go i n t o camp and 
make a f i r e t o g e t warm. 
September 14 - We l e f t camp t h i s m o r n i n g . Not so c o l d a s y e s t e r d a y but 
t e r r i b l e r o a d s a l l day. A w f u l h i l l s and mudholes and c r e e k s t o c r o s s . 
S eptember 15 - S t a r t e d t h i s m o r n i n g f o r Dead I n d i a n H i l l . The w o r s t h i l l 
i n Wyoming up a m o u n t a i n . I t l o o k e d a s i f i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o go up. I 
w a l k e d most of t h e way y e s t e r d a y and I s h a l l have t o d a y . Camped f o r d i n ­
n e r . F r e d and E d d i e h a ve gone p a r t - w a y t o see i f i t i s p o s s i b l e to g e t 



up Dead I n d i a n H i l l . S t a r t e d w i t h p a r t of t h e l o a d but d i d not g e t up 
a l i t t l e way when he t i p p e d o v e r and he and t h e team went o v e r t h e bank. 
He d i d not g e t h u r t b u t t h e p o l e b r o k e f o r t h e se c o n d t i m e so had to 
s t a y i n camp a n o t h e r n i g h t . 
S eptember 16 - S t a r t e d a g a i n . F r e d i s g o i n g t o t r y i f t h e h o r s e s w i l l 
draw t h e empty wagon up and t h e n he w i l l pack t h e t h i n g s on t h e s a d d l e 
h o r s e s and t r y t o g e t up t h a t way. I t was v e r y c o l d i n t h e m o u n t a i n s . 
At two o ' c l o c k we a r e g o i n g up Dead I n d i a n H i l l h a v i n g a h a r d p u l l . Got 
up a b o u t A o ' c l o c k . S t a r t e d a t n i n e i n t h e m o r n i n g . F o r t h r e e m i l e s 
we a l l w a l k e d . . . I t was a l l t h e h o r s e s c o u l d do t o g e t t h e empty wagon 
up i n s e v e n h o u r s . I t i s a t e r r i b l e h i l l . T i r e d t o d e a t h . Camped a t 
n i g h t i n B i g Horn B a s i n . The wi n d blew a l l n i g h t t e r r i b l e . I was a f r a i d 
t h e t e n t w ould blow o v e r b u t d i d n o t . 
September 17 - G e t t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n . About 4 o ' c l o c k we camped 
on Chapman's Ranch where we got some p o t a t o e s . The f i r s t we have had 
f o r two weeks and some b r e a d and m i l k . We had n o t h i n g but b i s c u i t and 
bacon f o r two w e e k s . I got so I c o u l d not e a t i t . S t a y e d on Chapman's 
Ranch a l l n i g h t . 
S eptember 18 - G e t t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n . I t i s v e r y much warmer 
t h a n i t was i n t h e m o u n t a i n s . They have a tame a n t e l o p e t h e f i r s t 
I e v e r saw. I t i s a p r e t t y c r e a t u r e . Camped f o r d i n n e r n e a r a l i t t l e 
s t r e a m n e a r a r a n c h . . At n i g h t we camped n e a r t h e S t i n k i n g Water R i v e r . 
S eptember 19 - S t a r t e d A g a i n . Camped n e a r Sage C r e e k f o r d i n n e r . At 
n i g h t we camped a t Dry C r e e k . 
S eptember 20 - Have n ot s t a r t e d y e t . F r e d gone t o hunt up h o r s e s . 
They s t r a y e d away l a s t n i g h t . He f o u n d them a f t e r a w h i l e . We l e f t camp 
a b o u t 11 o ' c l o c k . F r e d s h o t an a n t e l o p e soon a f t e r we l e f t camp so we 
s h a l l h a v e f r e s h meat f o r d i n n e r . Have a n t e l o p e t o l a s t f o r sometime. 
V e r y g l a d f o r a c h a n g e . Camped a t n i g h t i n t h e sage b r u s h . The g i r l s 
s l e p t o u t d o o r s ( d i d n o t put up t h e t e n t ) r i g h t on t h e ground on t h e m a t t r e s s 
N o t h i n g o v e r them but t h e s k y and F r e d and E d i t h t o o . I s l e p t i n t h e 
wagon. 
September 21 - S t a r t e d a t n i n e . Camped f o r d i n n e r n e a r a r a n c h . Got 
some o a t s f o r t h e h o r s e s . F e e d i s g e t t i n g s c a r c e . At n i g h t we camped 
n e a r a Morman town c a l l e d O t t o . 
S e ptember 22 - S t a r t e d t h i s m o r n i n g a b o u t n i n e . Camped a t noon n e a r t h e 
B i g Horn R i v e r . E d i t h i s g e t t i n g d i n n e r . At n i g h t we camped a t Morgan's 
R a n c h . Mr. and Mrs. Morgan v e r y k i n d . Gave us t o m a t o e s and m e l l o n s and 
i n v i t e d ine t o s u p p e r . We had h a s t y p u d d i n g and m i l k . V e r y n i c e p e o p l e . 
W i s h I m.ight l i v e n e a r them. 
September 23 - Got s t a r t e d a b o u t 11 o ' c l o c k . Went t o Morgan's b e f o r e we 
l e f t and a t t h r e e we had t o camp. One of t h e h o r s e s gave out so we had 
to l a y o v e r u n t i l m o r n i n g . The h o r s e s s t r a y e d away l a s t n i g h t . 
S eptember 24 - F r e d h a s not f o u n d them y e t . 
September 25 - F r e d f o u n d t h e h o r s e s y e s t e r d a y a b o u t n i n e . We s t a r t e d 
a t noon. Camped a t a c r e e k c a l l e d NO Wood. No wood i n i t ! At n i g h t we 
camped a t a c r e e k c a l l e d Ten S l e e p . I got some s u g a r and eggs a t a 
r a n c h . .We a r e a b o u t 65 m i l e s f r o m B u f f a l o . Hope to g e t t h e r e t h e l a s t 
of t h e week but our h o r s e s a r e ab o u t p l a y e d o u t . 
September 26 - S t a r t e d a b o u t 8 o ' c l o c k . Drove a w h i l e and t h e n camped 
f o r d i n n e r . Had t o hu n t f o r w a t e r . Found some a f t e r a w h i l e . A f t e r 
d i n n e r f o u n d t h e r o a d a w f u l l y h i l l y . At n i g h t we had t o go to bed w i t h ­
o u t s u p p e r . C o u l d n o t f i n d w a t e r . 



September 27 - Had t o s t a r t out w i t h o u t b r e a k f a s t . Have t o w a i t u n t i l 
we f i n d w a t e r . We went about a m i l e and found w a t e r . Stopped f o r b r e a k ­
f a s t and came t o an a w f u l h i l l . Took ' t i l l d a r k t o get up. We got up t h e 
h i l l c a l l e d Muddy H i l l a b out 3 o ' c l o c k . Took us ' t i l l d a r k t o get down. 
F r e d had t o c u t down a t r e e and t i e i t t o t h e wagon t o h o l d i t from r u n ­
n i n g down h i l l . The b r a k e was not enough. 1 w a l k e d . Camped n e a r a ro a d 
n e a r t h e bottom o f t h e h i l l . Got t e n t up j u s t a s i t began t o r a i n . 

G e t t i n g b r e a k f a s t . 15 m i l e s f rom B u f f a l o . Hope t o get t h e r e t o n i g h t . 
R a i n e d a l l day, c o l d and w i n d y . I w a l k e d about t e n m i l e s t o d a y . I t was 
c o l d t h a t I c o u l d not s t a n d I L t o r i d e . K e p t warmer w a l k i n g . Got back 
t o B u f f a l o a b o u t d a r k . H ungry, d i r t y , and ra g g e d but t h a n k f u l t h a t we're 
a l l a l i v e and w e l l . 

So ends my t r i p t o t h e P a r k . Money would not h i r e me t o go a g a i n 
i n t h e same way! 

Eva S. BancAoit 

NOTE: If Part I is reviewed place names may be readily located enroute to Yellowstone 
Park and in this issue the return trip is determined by places identified on 
the map. 
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STORY OF WAGONEERING IN THE WEST 



EIGHT LOTS SCHOOL 

ON JULY 2nd a deed was signed by t r u s t e e s and members of the Eight Lots Scool Assoc­
i a t i o n to convey t i t l e of the school and land to the Sutton H i s t o r i c a l Society. Association 
members, Wi l f r e d Stockwell, President, J e f f e r y Cole, Vice-President, B e l l e Smith, Treas­
u r e r , O l i v e T a f t , Stanly Moore, and William Welsh were the signees gathered at the school 
along with s e v e r a l Selectmen, E t h e l O'Day, Town Clerk, notary, and H i s t o r i c a l Society per­
sons. A f t e r the signing proceedure the Association held an informal reunion. One assoc­
i a t i o n member, V i o l a Dodd, l i v i n g i n F l o r i d a , signed the deed which was handcarried to 
F l o r i d a and back by Ann Schellschmidt. 

The school building does req u i r e some carpentry and painting. Fortunately, two 
acounts w i l l probably finance t h i s work. The Association graciously t r a n s f e r e d t h e i r sav­
ings account of about one thousand d o l l a r s i n t o the Society account and the P h y l l i s 
MacLaren memorial fund w i l l increase the school r e p a i r fund by twelve hundred d o l l a r s . 

The age of the building i s somewhat obscure i n h i s t o r i c a l records. Fred Humes and 
E. Florence Kneeland researched t h i s question i n preparation of the Town History, Vol.11, 
1876-1950, but did not conclude any d e f i n i t i v e date on when the school was b u i l t . The 
date 1773 has been the i n f o r m a l l y suggested year although apparently there i s not any 
h i s t o r i c a l record e x i a t i n g to s u s t a n i a t e t h a t claim. 

Unquestioably the Society has aquired a remarkable specimen of an e a r l y Ammericana 
t h a t perhaps be the oldest o r i g i n a l wooden one room school house e x i s t i o n g i n New Eng­
land or elsewhere i n the States . 

MONTHLY MEETINGS- The J U N E was held i n the General Rufus Putnam H a l l . Bud Gurney 
reported on the p o s s i b i l i t y of the Stone School Road, Stone School s i t e presently i n 
a ruinous s t a t e being donated to the Society. Plans f o r the annual f l e a market J u l y 7th 
were discussed and committees appointed. A new design of a goldtoned metalphoto Lifetime 
Membership card with holders name i n s c r i b e d was shown and approved, Nicholas Langhart 
of East Douglas presented an i l l u s t r a t e d l e c t u r e on a r c h i t e c t u a l New England h i s t o r y . 
The J U L Y f l e a market a c t i v i t y precluded a re g u l a r monthly meeting. $919 was r a i s e d , the 
sh i n g l i n g of the south side of the Blacksmith Shop has been completed. 
The AUGUST annual potluck supper at the Eight Lots School was rained out and the meeting 
adjourned to the West Sutton B a p t i s t Church r e c r e a t i o n h a l l . Myra and Malcolm Pearson who 
had toured across country i n 1959 presented a s l i d e documentaton of the t r i p . 
V/ELCOME NEW MEMBERS- Thomas Andrade 

John and Mary B e l c u l f i n e , J r 
R u s s e l l and Ja n i c e B o u t i e t t e 
P h i l i p and Linda Bowes 
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George DeBoer 
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Gary and Karen L e v i t r e 
Anthony and Janet Moore 
John F. O'Rourke 
Peter and Karen R e i l l y 

LIFE MEMBERS-
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Ona F l e e t 
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M/M Richard Hutchinson 
Mrs. Gustav F. Johnson 
M/M Paul D. Kinney 
James L e C l a i r e 
George and Frances Lindberg 
Van and Mary L e i c h t e r 
Stephen and Kathy Romasco 
Robert and Beverly Stearns 
Robert and Laura Stonebreaker 
M/M Wendell W h i t t i e r 
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