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A COVERED WAGON TRIP TO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK IN 1894 
- - f r o m t h e d i a r y o f EVA S. BANCROFT 

PREFACE- The o r i g i n a l d i a r y was donated t o the 
Sutton H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y by Lousia (Chase) Waner 
of Church S t r e e t , Sutton. Eva Bancroft i s buried 
i n the Howard Cemetery. 

I n 1894 r a i l r o a d s c r i s c r o s s e d the country, horse­
l e s s c a r r i a g e s were being invented, the telephone 
enabled people t o converse simualtaneously between 
d i s t a n t p l a c e s and YET a family group endured the 
hardships of wagon t r a v e l t o view the natuural 
wonders a few hundred miles d i s t a n t - from B u f f a l o , 
Wyoming t o Yellowstone National Park 

The d i a r y reproduced here i s p r i n t e d word f o r 
word as Eva Bancroft penned i t d a i l y i n ink i n d e r 
adverse c o n d i t i o n s while enroute. Her w r i t i n g 
s t y l e precluded c a p i t a l s and p e r i o d s . Her d a t e l i n e 
i s i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t e x t l i n e w i s e . For the purpose 
of c l a r i t y and r e a d a b i l i t y c a p t i t a l s and periods 
have been i n s e r t e d t o c r e a t e sentences. The date­
l i n e d e l i n e a t e s paragraphs. Daily recording i n 
context i s o f t e n r e p e t i t i o u s but the unexpected 
mishaps and hardships are documented with a 
s i m p l i c i t y of words that does compell one t o be i n 
s p i r i t to share t h e i r arduous t r e k . 

The t r a v e l group: EVA BANCROFT ( f i r s t marriage to a Mr. Humphery who was k i l l e d in 
an Iowa tornado) was f a t h e r of EDITH and CORA. Second marriage to a Mr. Bancroft, f a t h e r 
of EDITH and J . Elmer Bancroft. EDITH married FRED Bates. The d i a r y r e c o r d s : "I" ( E v a ) , 
THE TWO GIRLS ( L o u i s a and Cora), EDDIE ( E d i t h ) , and "F" or FRED ( B a t e s ) . 

THE DIARY-
A u g u s t 6 - S t a r t e d 
and had t o s t a y a t 
n e x t day when F r e d 
A u g u s t 7 - We s t a r t e d a g a i n . Went t o P i n e y C r e e k t h a t n i g h t and got 
t h e r e j u s t a f t e r d a r k . Got s u p p e r t h e n I put up t h e t e n t and t h e g i r l s 
and I went t o bed i n t h e t e n t and F r e d & E d i t h i n t h e wagon. A l l s l e p t 
w e l l . ^ 

EVA S. BANCROFT 
b . l 8 3 0 - d . l 9 0 3 

f r o m B u f f a l o f o r t h e P a r k . Went one m i l e b r o k e down 
a house where 2 men l i v e d a l o n e . S t a y e d t o 5 o ' c l o c k 
went back t o town t o have w h e e l f i x e d . C o s t $4. 



A u g u s t 8 - Got up t h i s m o r n i n g and got b r e a k f a s t . E x p e c t t o s t a r t soon 
f o r t h e n e x t p l a c e . P i n e y i s n e a r F o r t P h i l C a r n e y where i n 1867 t h e r e 
was a f i g h t w i t h t h e I n d i a n s . The F o r t i s abandoned now. 
A u g u s t 9 - Camped on t h e p r a i r i e between B i g Horn and B e c t o n . At noon 
had d i n n e r a t Wolf C r e e k . At n i g h t we camped a t D a t o r n on t h e T o r i n g 
R i v e r . Made 25 m i l e s t o d a y . One of t h e w h e e l s came o f f t o d a y . One of 
n u t s came o f f . I t d e l a y e d us h a l f - a n - h o u r . No one h u r t . Our team i s 
not a v e r y good one f o r so l o n g a t r i p and s u c h bad r o a d s . 60 m i l e s 
m i l e s f r o m B u f f a l o . 
A u g u s t 10 - L e a v e T o r i n g R i v e r t h i s m o r n i n g . Got t o t h e R e s e r v a t i o n t o ­
day. D i n n e r on R e s e r v a t i o n . Camped on t h e same f o r t h e n i g h t . 
A u g u s t 11 - 80 m i l e s f r o m B u f f a l o . S t a r t t h i s m o r n i n g f o r L i t t l e Horn 
R i v e r . Camped on Lodge G r a s s C r e e k on t h e R e s e r v a t i o n . 
A u g u s t 12 - We v i s t e d t h e C u s t e r b a t t l e g r o u n d . T h e r e i s a l a r g e mon­
ument f o r G e n e r a l C u s t e r and h i s s o l d i e r s . They were k i l l e d t h e 2 5 t h 
and 2 6 t h of J u n e 1876. O n l y one man got away a l i v e . T h e r e were between 
2 and 3 h u n d r e d . The s p o t where G e n e r a l C u s t e r f e l l i s marked w i t h a 
l a r g e c r o s s . At n i g h t we camped ab o u t 3 m i l e s from F o r t C u s t e r . 
A u g u s t 13 - S t a r t e d f o r F o r t C u s t e r and p a s t t h r u t h e F o r t about 10 
o ' c l o c k . We f o r d e d t h e L i t t l e Horn R i v e r 8 t i m e s on our way to C u s t e r . 
Today we c r o s s e d t h e B i g Horn on a pontoon b r i d g e . I n e v e r saw one be­
f o r e . I t i s made of a s t r i n g o f b o a t s c l e a r a c r o s s t h e r i v e r . We d r o v e 
j u s t l i k e any b r i d g e . One d o l l a r t o l l . D r ove a l i t t l e way and t h e n had 
d i n n e r . We washed and t h e g i r l s went i n b a t h i n g . We saw a g r e a t many 
I n d i a n s y e s t e r d a y of t h e Crow T r i b e . They a r e a d i r t y s e t but p e a c e ­
a b l e . Saw 2 or 3 squaws w i t h w h i t e h u s b a n d s . At n i g h t camped n e a r t h e 
F o r t and i n t h e n i g h t an I n d i a n came t o t h e camp. He wanted some c o f f e e 
but d i d n o t g e t i t . 
A u g u s t 14 - S t a r t e d a g a i n r o d e t o a b o u t one o ' c l o c k t h e n s t o p p e d f o r 
d i n n e r . F r e d s h o t a sage hen. We had some of i t f o r d i n n e r and t h e r e s t 
f o r s u p p e r a t n i g h t . We camped on t h e R e s e r v a t i o n a g a i n . 
A u g u s t 15 - S t a r t e d e a r l y t h i s m o r n i n g . Rode 15 m i l e s but c o u l d not 
f i n d w a t e r s o o n e r . Then we camped n e a r a l i t t l e s t r e a m and got d i n n e r . 
We d r o v e a l l day w i t h o u t s e e i n g anybody y e s t e r d a y e x c e p t 2 I n d i a n s and 
d i d n o t s e e anyone a l l day t o d a y . At n i g h t camped on t h e R e s e r v a t i o n 
m i l e s f r o m a n y w h e r e . 
A u g u s t 16 - G e t t i n g r e a d i n g t o s t a r t f o r t h e n e x t p l a c e . At noon camped 
on t h e R E s e r v a t i o n . Got d i n n e r and s t a y e d a w h i l e and r e s t e d . We have 
had bad r o a d s t o d a y . T o n i g h t we a r e camped n e a r a n o t h e r p a r t y and some 
I n d i a n s came t o s e e u s . F r e d s h o t 2 hens so we s h a l l have some f o r s u p ­
p e r . Had t h e w o r s t r o a d s t o d a y t h a t we h a ve had y e t . 
A u g u s t 17 - We camped a b o u t 5 m i l e s f r o m P r i o r C r e e k . T h e r e i s a man 
and h i s w i f e camped n e a r u s . The f i r s t w h i t e p e o p l e t h a t we have s e e n 
f o r 2 d a y s . S t a r t e d f o r P r i o r C r e e k c r o s s e d t h i s f o r e n o o n . We a r e n e a r 
a r a n c h t h e f i r s t we h a ve s e e n f o r some t i m e . We have got o f f t h e R e s e r ­
v a t i o n and am g l a d f o r I got t i r e d s e e i n g I n d i a n s but I f i n d we have not 
got r i d o f them y e t . Near a r i v e r t h a t i s c a l l e d C h a r l e s F o r k l a s t n i g h t 
and i t i s s e t t l e d a l l a r o u n d h e r e w i t h I n d i a n s . Had not got our f i r e 
made b e f o r e t h e y began t o come. Two of them came up t o me and and s a i d 
"How Do" and put out t h e i r hands t o s h a k e and I shook. They s a i d , "Heap 
Good" and went o f f i n t o t h e e v e n i n g . They had a dance but t h e r i v e r was 
b e tween us and I was g l a d o f i t . Such a n o i s e a s t h e y made ' t i l m id­
n i g h t . They had tom toms and t h e dogs b a r k e d and t h e squaws sang and s u c h 
a n o i s e I n e v e r h e a r d but t h e y d i d not t r o u b l e us any o t h e r way. We a r e 
s t i l l a 100 m i l e s f r o m t h e p a r k and a w f u l r o a d s ahead of u s . 
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A u g u s t 18 - S t a r t a g a i n t h i s m o r n i n g and hope f o r good l u c k . At noon we 
camped a t Rocky C r e e k and a l l went f i s h i n g . I c a u g h t one t r o u t and F r e d 
c a u g h t one. The g i r l s d i d not g e t any E d i e s a i d she c a u g h t one but d i d 
not l a n d him. At n i g h t we camped n e a r a sheep r a n c h where t h e r e a r e 2 
t h o u s a n d s s h e e p . Went t o s e e them a f t e r t h e y were i n t h e pen. T h e r e i s 
a man and a dog w i t h him and t a k e c a r e o f them. I t i s m i l e s from a n y ­
body. A p r e t t y lonesome l i f e I t h i n k . 
A u g u s t 19 - We got b r e a k f a s t and t h e n E d i t h d i d some w a s h i n g . We s h a l l 
s t a y h e r e u n t i l t o w a r d s n i g h t . I t i s too hot t o d r i v e i n t h e m i d d l e of 
t h e day t o d a y . At n i g h t we camped n e a r a n o t h e r sheep r a n c h n e a r t h e 
Y e l l o w s t o n e R i v e r . 
A u g u s t 20 - S t a r t e d a g a i n a t noon. Camped n e a r a l i t t l e s t r e a m and got 
d i n n e r . We have had t e r r i b l e r o a d s . Today i t i s a h a r d way t o go to 
t h e P a r k . Hope we s h a l l n o t be d i s a p p o i n t e d when we g e t t h e r e . We 
c r o s s e d S t i l l Water t w i c e t h i s a f t e r n o o n . I t was up t o t h e h o r s e s b e l ­
l i e s and v e r y s w i f t but we went t h r o u g h a l r i g h t but we got on t h e wrong 
r o a d and r o d e a l l t h e a f t e r n o o n no r o a d a t a l l . We had some a w f u l p l a c e s 
t o go o v e r . F r e d k i l l e d a r a t t l e s n a k e t o d a y . 
A u g u s t 21 - Hope we s h a l l h a v e b e t t e r l u c k t o d a y . Camped n e a r a r a n c h 
a t noon. Got some eggs and m i l k w h i c h was a change f o r we had b i s c u i t s 
and bacon ' t i l I was t i r e d o f i t . At n i g h t we camped n e a r t h e Y e l l o w ­
s t o n e R i v e r and n e a r t h e N o r t h P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d . 
A u g u s t 22 - Camped n e a r a p l a c e c a l l e d B i g T i m b e r . The g i r l s t r i e d t o 
ge t some eggs but c o u l d n o t so i t w i l l have t o be b i s c u i t s and bacon 
a g a i n . At n i g h t we camped a b o u t 5 m i l e s f r o m B i g T i m b e r . 
A u g u s t 23 - Camped ab o u t 5 m i l e s f r o m L i v i n g s t o n n e a r t h e r a i l r o a d . 
A u g u s t 24 - Came t o L i v i n g s t o n t h i s f o r e n o o n . Stopped and got what 
p r o v i s i o n s we need t o t a k e us t h r o u h t h e P a r k . I t i s a v e r y p r e t t y 
p l a c e . W i s h I l i v e d h e r e i n s t e a d of B u f f a l o . We s h a l l soon g e t i n t o 
t h e m o u n t a i n s now but we a r e 60 m i l e s from t h e P a r k y e t . 
A u g u s t 2 5 - 1 have l o s t one day. S t a r t e d a g a i n t h i s m o r n i n g . I have 
n o t been w e l l f o r a day or two. Camped n e a r a s m a l l s t r e a m . I c o u l d 
not e a t so l a i d down on t h e ground w h i l e t h e o t h e r s got d i n n e r . G e t ­
t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n . F e e l r e s t e d so t h i n k I c a n s t a n d i t . t o go 
on. I t i s t e r r i b l e h o t a t n i g h t . We camped r i g h t on t h e bank of a 
v e r y r a p i d s t r e a m and I d i d my w a s h i n g b e f o r e I went t o bed. 
A u g u s t 26 - G e t t i n g r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n . Hope t o g e t t o C i n n a b a r t o ­
n i g h t but have my d o u b t s . D i d not g e t f a r t o d a y . Had a w f u l r o a d s t o ­
day. Camped n e a r t h e r i v e r f o r d i n n e r t h e n s t a r t e d a g a i n a t one of t h e 
w o r s t h i l l s t o c l i m b i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
A u g u s t 27 - Ten m i l e s f r o m C i n n a b a r and hope t o g e t t h e r e t o d a y . G e t ­
t i n g s t a r t e d a g a i n . L a s t n i g h t we camped n e a r Y e l l o w s t o n e R i v e r . We 
one s i d e and t h e r a i l r o a d on t h e o t h e r r i g h t between t h e m o u n t a i n s . I n 
t h e a f t e r n o o n we got t o t h e Y e l l o w s t o n e P a r k . At n i g h t we camped about 
a m i l e f r o m F o r t Y e l l o w s t o n e . I n t h e e v e n i n g 4 s o l d i e r s came t o our 
camp t o s e e u s . S t a y e d a l l t h e e v e n i n g . V e r y p l e a s a n t young men. Went 
to s e e t h e mammoth Hot S p r i n g s b e f o r e we went i n t o camp. G r e a t s i g h t , 
g r a n d beyond my power t o d e s c r i b e . 
A u g u s t 28 - E d i t h i s g e t t i n g d i n n e r a f t e r w h i c h we a r e g o i n g t o t h e n e x t 
p l a c e . L e f t camp a b o u t 3:30 p.m. rode a b o u t 4 m i l e s t o t h e Gol d e n G a t e . 

(Unfortunately, missing from the o r i g i n a l d i a r y i s one page documenting t h e i r 
v i s i t while at the Yellowstone Park. However the l a s t of part one mentions the 
a r r i v a l and the f i r s t part of two j u s t before departing the Park w i l l be p r i n t e d 
i n the next BULLETIN i n about one month.) 



MONTHLY MEETINGS-
BECEMBER - The Society met at the General Rufus Putnam H a l l with t h i r t y - s i x members 
present. Newly elected President, Malcolm Pearson, presided. Bud Gurney reported on 
the eventual a q u i s i t i o n by the Society of the Eight Lots School House from the Eight 
Lots School House A s s o c i a t i o n . Being the annual Christmas auction meeting, acting 
auctioneers Mary Arakelian and Daniel G r i f f i t h duly o f f i c i a t e d . One hundred and eighty 
d o l l a r s was r a i s e d . Mary King's committee served refreshments. 
JANUARY - The Society met at the General Rufus Putnam H a l l with nineteen members 
present. A motion was voted to forward a l e t t e r to Barbara Weaver expressing apprecia­
t i o n f o r her s e r v i c e s as Recording Secretery whose r e s i g n a t i o n was r e g r e t f u l l y accepted 
a f t e r s e r v i n g from October 7, 1985 u n t i l November 7, 1989. A bequest of two thousand 
d o l l a r s was received from the e s t a t e of Emily Bullock was announced. A general d i s c u s s ­
ion concerning By-Laws concluded with the decision to post them at our meeting places. 
William Carter of Douglas explained the h i s t o r i c a l production methods of brick laying 
in New England. He described the d i f f e r e n t s t y l e s of designs with s l i d e graphics. He 
a l s o d e t a i l e d h i s a c t i v i t i e s in bluebird repopulation e f f o r t s . Refreshments were served. 
FEBRUARY - The Society met at the General Rufus Putnam H a l l with twenty-one present. 
I t was voted to w r i t e a l e t t e r of g r a t i t u d e to past President, Daniel G r i f f i t h (absent 
because of i l l n e s s ) f o r h i s s e r v i c e s . The speaker was stamp c o l l e c t o r , Ronald Goodrich 
presenting h i s t o r i c a l information on United States stamps. Reference was made that 
the f i r s t stamps were issued in 1840 and the f i r s t post o f f i c e was a Boston tavern. 
Mary King's committee served refreshments. 
MARCH - The Society met at the General Rufus Putnam H a l l with President, Malcolm Pearson 
p r e s i d i n g . Twenty-two persons attended. Past President, Daniel G r i f f i t h , was presented a 
c e r t i f i c a t e of appreciation and a pen and p e n c i l set f o r h i s s e r v i c e s from 1985 to 1989. 
I t was voted to hold the A p r i l meeting at the Machaug Church. Also i t was voted to f o r ­
ward a check to P h i l l i p Whitney as the S o c i e t i e ' s share f o r h i s i c e c u t t i n g demonstration 
on Manchaug Pond in January. Bud Gurney reported plans to move a barn to the Waters Farm 
i s in progress. The f l e a market date was set f o r J u l y 7th. Guest speaker R u s s e l l Cohen, 
Coordinator f o r the Blackstone R i v e r Waterway D i v i s i o n spoke on p r o j e c t s f o r the r e s t ­
o ration of the r i v e r c o r r i d o r . S l i d e s i l l u s t r a t e d h i s t a l k . Refreshments were served. 
APRIL - The Society met at the Manchaug Church . A report of the D i r e c t o r s ' Meeting was 
summarized concerning the Blacksmith Shop roof, painting the Manchaug Church c e i l i n g , 
minor r e p a i r s at the General Rufus Putnam H a l l . Discussion ensued about the Eight Lots 
School House whose e x t e r i o r needs p a i n t i n g . A vote of i n t e n t i o n to aquire the Eight Lots 
School House from the Association i f they so d e s i r e was approved. The Society i s present­
l y holding a r e p a i r fund f o r the school in the memory of P h y l l i s MacLaren. William 
Hultgren of the Charlton H i s t o r i c a l Society i l l u s t r a t e d with s l i d e s the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
of the Rider Tavern on North Side Turnpike in Charlton. Both S o c i e t i e s w i l l meet May 5 
to view s t e n c i l i n g in the Waters and Stevens houses in West Sutton and the Rider Tavern 
in Charlton. Mary King's committee served refreshments, 
MAY - The Society met at the West Sutton B a p t i s t Church in cooperation with the North-
5rTdge and M i l l b u r y S o c i e t i e s . One hundred and eighty-nine persons attended the pre­
sentation by Jack Swedburg, an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known w i l d l i f e photographer. His program 
featured w i l d l i f e in Alaska , the o i l production in Pudhoe Bay and the p i p e l i n e to 
Valdez. The second part of the program was the Valdez o i l s p i l l which was v i v i d l y 
s l i d e documented. The combined S o c i e t i e s provided refreshments. 
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