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300 YEAR OLD LAND DEED OF SUTTON AREA, 1681 
Indians to Stoughton and Dudley 

PREFACE 
This issue of the BULLETIN consists of two sections: the DEED and the Indian Signatures. 
More than three decades before Sutton was incorporated as a Township, two White men, 

William Stoughton and Joseph Dudley, were commissioned in 1681 by the General Court (then 
a Province of England) to investigate lands west of the "Kuttauck" (Kuttutu in the Deed), viz: the 
Blackstone River. 

As a reward for their services, the General Court granted to each man 1000 acres of land. 
In the Spring of 1685, John Gore was dispatched to establish the boundaries described in the 1681 
Deed which, on resurvey, proved to be quite accurate. Gore's report included a tract of 1800 acres 
and later 200 acres were added to the original. Thus, 2000 acres were owned by Stoughton and 
Dudley or their heirs. In 1712, the parcel was again surveyed by Josiah Chapin and John Chan­
dler. Maps drawn from the survey indicated a tract 755 rods long by 424 wide. 

The 2000 acres were divided equally in 1712 into two separate tracts of 1000 acres each; 
westerly plot to Joseph Dudley, and the easterly one to the William Stoughton (who had died in 
1701) heirs. The original 2000 acres became known as the "Manchaug Farm." The singular 
Stoughton heir, William Trailer of Cambridge, on December 8,1720, sold his share to Richard 
Waters of Salem and Samuel Rich of Bellingham forfiSOO. 

In 1722, Richard Waters retained two-thirds of the 1000 acre tract and the other third he 
sold to Samuel Rich. The "Manchaug Farm" was not located in an incorporated township. 
However, in 1723 both the Waters and Rich Farms were annexed to Oxford until 1726 when the 
Waters Farm was annexed to Sutton, and in 1728 the Rich Farm followed likewise. 

Part two of the BULLETIN (December 1980 issue) is a reprint as it interfaces with the 
Deed in part one. 

Dr. Barry Fell, author of AMERICA, BC, SAGA AMERICA, BRONZE AGE AMERICA, 
the Epigraphic Society publication, etc., is an epigraphist (one who studies ancient languages) of 
international reputation. He believes that certain symbolic signatures may relate to BC Cypriot 
script. A copy of the 1681 Deed signatures were presented to Dr. Fell for analysis. His reproduced 
report is appended to the Deed section to expand the most comprehensive information about the 
document that is currently available to date. 
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iQ>Si I t i H i a t v | | W h^hM^Aaxi. and^kldUi^ 

A DECIPHERMENT 

To atZ Chfiistian people to whome. this [con]sent Deed 0|5 Sale shall come greeting 
Know Vee that wee Black Jame[s) alias Walamachin, Benjamin, James, Simon, Wolomp, Tas-
com, Saseqaejasuck, Pomponechum, Wolowononck, Papomsham, Pepegoas, John Au}ag[l)won, So-
loquaw, Aqaitaquash, James Wisest, James kcojoct, Walumpaw, Papeunquana[n), Waum{iht, In­
dian Natives S natural descendants ojj the Ancient piopiietois and Inhabitants o\
Nipmug Countiy [comonly so called and Lands a[d]jacent within the Colony 0($ this Matta-
chusetts in New England ($0A and in considdation o^ the Same o^ twenty pounds in cuiK-
ent money oi New England to us in hand at and be{iOfi[e) the Ensealing and delivery ojj 
these pfiesents well and tiaely paid by William Stoughton, Esqu. o($ the town o^ Voiches-
teK and Joseph Dudley of, setts, the receipt 0|5 which valuable Sume wee d[o) hereby ack­
nowledge, and oufi Selves theie with ^ully Satisfied contented and paid, and thefieo^ and 
0|5 evexy pant and paicel theieoi wee and eveiy of^ us respectively do exoneiate acquit 
and discharge the sett William Stoughton and Joseph Dudley and either 0(5 them, their 
each and every of, their heirs Executo Administrate S Assigns {^or ever by these presen­
ts Have given granted bargained sold alien(e)d af^signed enf^ealied convayed and con(,ir-
med and by these presents DOE f^reely iully absolutly give grant bargain Sell alien Ass­
ign en{^eo\ie convay assure and con^irme unto the sett William Stou^ton and Joseph Dud­
ley their heirs and alsignos {^or ever all that part of, the sett Nipmug Country, or 
their tract o{, Land scituated lying and being on the South part Oj$ the sett Colony oi 
this Mattachusetts beyond the great River called Kuttutu, Nipmug or Providince bound­
ed with the Mattachusetts pattent Line as the fame is now stated on the South, and cer­
tain marked trees begining at sett Rive and running South East till it strike up­
on the sett pattent Line on the North, the set great River on the East and coming to a 
point on the West, all the Lands lying within the sett Limits or bounds bee the con­
tents there of, tnore or le^s TOGETHER with all (a]nd [si)ngular the rights members jur-
isdi(ctio)ns, waies. Rivers, waters watercour ^es, Springs ponds pooles, pasturage, 
herbage, f^eedings (com—) (— ]taments and appurte(n)ances whatsoever in or upon the 
sai(d] tract o^ Land or any part or parcel thereof or thereunto in anywise belonging 
or appertaining with [a]II woods underwoods timber S trees whatsoever now standing 
growing lying or being or which hereaf^ter that stands grow lye or bee upon sett barg­
ained premi{jes or any part or parcel thereof,, and all f{fishings ffowlings huntings, 
hereditaments profits and priviledges whatsoever thereto belonging or with the Same 
now or at at anytime herea{,ter to bee that used occupied and in joyed And all the Est­
ate right title interest use propriety pof^sef^sion claim and demand whatsoever of us 
the sett Black James ats (W]a(la]machin, Benjamin James, Si(m)on, Wolomp, Tascomp, Sa-
seqaejasuc[k], Pomponechum, Wolowononck, Paponsham, Pepegous, John Aiwagwon, Sosoquaw 
Aquetaquash, James Wiser, James Acojoct, Walumpau Papeunquanant and Waumst and of every 
of us in or to the sett (tr]ac(t) of Land or any part or parcel thereof and privil­
edges S appurtenances therewith granted TO HAVE S TO HOLD the above granted track of 
Land being part of the Nipmug Country (comonly so called] as above limited and bound­
ed bee the contents thereof more o(r) lefs, and all other the above g(ra]nted promi­
ses S appurtenances unto them the sett William Stoughton and Joseph Dudley their hei-
res and afsignes and to their onely, (p]roper use benefit and behoofs from henceforth 
for ever And wee the Black James ats Walama(c)hin, Benjamin, James, Simon Wolomp, Tas­
comp, Sasequejasuck, Pomponechum, Wolowononck, Pampomsham, Pepegous, John Awagwon, So­
soquaw, Aquetaquash, James Wiser, James Acojoct, Walumpau, Papeunquanant and Waumst, 
Indian Natives present pofsefsors and inhabitants of the sett Nipmug Country and natu-
rall Descendants of the Ancient Proprietors and Inhabitants thereof do for our Selves 
oar heirs Exec, and Adm. covenant promifs and grant to and with the sett William Stou-
ton and Joseph Dudley their heires and afsignes in manner following [V]J2 that at the 
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tixno. of this bargain and sale and antill the Ensealing S delivery of these presents 
wee are the true sole and Lawfull Own[e)rs proprieto es and pofsefsors of the above 
bargained Lands, promifses S appurtenances, and stand lawfully Seized of and in the 
same in our own p[r]oper right of a good Estate of inheritances in fee simple without 
any manner of condition . revertion . or Limitation of use or ufes whatsoever. And 
that wee have in our Selves full power good right S lawfull Authority to grant bargain 
Sell convay and afsure the above bargained promifses and every of them unto sett 
William Stoughton S Joseph Vudley their heires and afsignes in manner as is afore 
exprefsed TREE and deer and freely a(c]quitted and discharged of and from all former 
and other bargains Sales Mortgages Judgements Execu(--]s — — — — — — 
— And the sett promifses and every of them, the whole tract of Land (c)onf\i] ned with­
in the limits and bound[s] above exprefsed, both upland Head[ow) Swamps and Woodgrounds 
with the liberties priviledges and app[ur]ten[ance]s thereof unto sett William Stoughton 
and Joseph Vudley the\i]r heires and afsignes against our Selves and every of us respec­
tively, or [ea]cM. and every of our respective heires Exec, and Adm. Es S against all 
and every other person and persons whomsoever claiming [a]ny ri\ght) title or interest 
there[f]or wee will warrant maintain S fore[ve]r Defend by these presents [RESERVING al-
waise anto oar Selves our [heires] S afsignes out of the aboves grant a certain tract of 
Lan[d] five miles Square in sa[ch] two places or contents of this five mile square in 
such two places as wee shall choose, to bee wholy at oar own use and dispose] And farth­
er wee do covenant and promifs at anytime or [--or] hereafter upon demand of the sett 
William Stoughton S Joseph Vudle[y] their heires and Afsignes to give and pafs unto them 
more full and [si]mple convayance and afsurance of the above bargained promifses and to 
do any other act or acts thing or things device or devices [i]n the law whatsoever for 
the better co[n] firming and more sure makeing the same unto them according to the [true] 
intent and mQ.aning of these presents. IN WJTNESES whereof we Black James ats Walsmach-
[--) Benjamin, James, Simon Wolomp, Tascomp, Sasequejassuk, Pomponechum, Wolowononck, 
Papomsham, Pepgous, John Awagiwon, Sosoquaw, Aquitaquash, James Wiser, James Acojock, 
Walumpau, Papeunquanan S Waumfht, have hereunto our hands and Seales this Tenth day of 
ffebruary Anno Vomi One Thousand Six Hundred Eighty one — King Charles the Second over 
England [ ) 

'in the. piz-izncz 
0(5 U4: 

(Uiii-tam Pow---

I44ac — 

The. -ilx and twe.nty pzMon-!, 
e.xcepting Jame-6 Wimi, Cook Hobin 
both, and John Homabete.a 
nalZy appealing thli 2i Kp\il USl 
acknoiA>te.dged the above 
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Sam'U NoMZtZ 
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Saimai Hagglzi, J A. 
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Wee, Seanja-ico, Wabequalan, Sebaquat, Madaquamin, 
Cook Robin, \V)ar>\pho^i, hla-i-tiock, hianatoho, A-ipenaw, 
Petei Pacatau), John [-o-o-nabeammn, Uattaomp, Nat Wai-ik, 
Tobi Alataqui-bh, and bJon—, Ancient Inhabitant-i of, the 
nipmug COuntty and paitneA.'ii with giantzei, in the Land-i 
above convayed and ioid, being ab^nt at the timo. o^ 
the above Treaty and ba^igin, and thcief^oKe not in-!,e.>ited 
in the Peed, do ncve^the le^^ fully consent theieto; and 
having leczived out MveiaiZ pKopoKtioni, 0(S the piicz 
theizin ipecifjied: To ^igni^y youi con-iznt to the fame., 
and n.eiea'ie ol out. light [ )claim and inte.ieit in 
and unto the Land'!) the.Ke.in granted and eve.>iy pait and 
paicei the.n.eoii, do heie.unto Szt out hand-t> S Se.ai-!> in 
p^e-6e«ce OjJ the. witne-i-i above named, Con.i,ented unto al-io 
by Jame4 PKintci at [ ) ^ 

John Agawon ^ 

Jame-6 Wife.1 

Cook «^ Robin 

Tascomp ^^Z^ 

Haontock ^ 
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Szbquat fi-c-i mark 
Mattaomp^^ ^ h-ts mark 



A Reprint of April 1980 Historical Society BULLETIN 
T H E NIPMUQ SIGNATURES 

About a dozen d i f f e r e n t a l p h a b e t s were i n use among the North 
American I n d i a n s a t the time when t h e c o l o n i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d t h r e e 
hundred y e a r s ago. U n F o r t u n a t e l y t h e founding f a t h e r s p a i d no a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e s e m a t t e r s , and r e g a r d e d the t r u e n a t i v e s c r i p t s t h a t vyere used on 
the e a r l y Deeds a s no more tha n i l l i t e r a t e "marks." L a t e r on, i n the 
e a r l y e i g h t e e n - h u n d r e d s , m i s s i o n a r i e s s u c h a s James E v a n s became aware 
o f some of t h e Algonquian s c r i p t s , and t h e n adopted them f o r t e a c h i n g 
• C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n . Because of t h i s , E v a n s has been wrongly c r e d i t e d 
w i t h " i n v e n t i n g " Cree s c r i p t ; what he r e a l l y d i d was something much more 
p r a i s e w o r t h y , he made i t the o f f i c i a l method of p r i n t i n g the Cree l a n ­
guage, i n c l u d i n g t h e e n t i r e Cree B i b l e - and t h e r e b y he p r e s e r v e d an 
a n c i e n t a l p h a b e t . I n 1978 some st o n e t a b l e t s i n t h e museums i n San 
S e b a s t i a n and San Telmo, i n t h e Basque p r o v i n c e s o f S p a i n , were r e f e r ­
r e d t o me f o r study by S p a n i s h s c h o l a r s . I n o t i c e d t h a t some of them, 
i n c l u d i n g s t o n e s known t o have been engraved b e f o r e the time of Columbus, 
c a r r i e d l i n e s o f l e t t e r s t h a t appeared t o be i d e n t i c a l w i t h the Cree 
l e t t e r s . When I s u b s t i t u t e d the sound v a l u e s o f t h e Cree l e t t e r s f o r 
t h e s e s i g n s on the Basque t a b l e t s , t h e r e s u l t a n t language t h a t emerged 
proved t o be Basque. I then s e n t t r a n s l a t i o n s back t o S p a i n , and t h e s e 
were i n t u r n s t u d i e d by t h e l e a d i n g Basque l i n g u i s t , Imanol A g i r e , who 
i s t h e author o f major works on a n c i e n t I b e r i a n i n s c r i p t i o n s and on the 
Basque language. A f t e r Dr. A g i r e had s t u d i e d t h e matter, he wrote back 
t o me t h i s y e a r [ 1 9 8 0 ] c o n g r a t u l a t i n g me on the decipherment, and con­
f i r m i n g t h a t i t was c o r r e c t . Thus now, we'̂  a r e a b l e t o r e a d and t r a n s ­
l a t e a n c i e n t S p a n i s h i n s c r i p t i o n s , by u s i n g t h e Algonquian a l p h a b e t s . 
I n the new e d i t i o n o f t h e Grand Basque E n c y c l o p e d i a t h e s e important 
l i n k s w i t h a n c i e n t America a r e s t r e s s e d . 

The S u t t o n Deed i s s i g n e d by I n d i a n owners of the l a n d , and they 
used two d i f f e r e n t a l p h a b e t s . Those who had a t t e n d e d t h e s c h o o l s f o r 
I n d i a n s , such a s t h e p r e - c o l l e g e l e v e l s c h o o l i n Cambridge, s e t up by 
Har v a r d , s i g n e d t h e i r names i n E n g l i s h l e t t e r s , e i t h e r the whole name 
or t h e f i r s t few l e t t e r s o f t h e name [ s e e F i g u r e 1 ] , Those who p r e ­
f e r r e d t o use t h e a n c i e n t Algonquian w r i t i n g system s i g n e d t h e i r names 
i n a form o f s c r i p t sometimes c a l l e d mamalohikan, i n which the i n d i v i -
v i d u a l l e t t e r s s t a n d f o r s e p a r a t e s y l l a b l e s , and the l e t t e r s t h e m s e l v e s 
a r e t h o s e of t h e a n c i e n t a l p h a b e t of Cyprus. The C y p r i o t i n s c r i p t i o n s , 
i n t h e i s l a n d o^ Cyprus, remained u n d e c i p h e r a b l e u n t i l 1871, when an 
E n g l i s h l i n g u i s t named George Smith d i s c o v e r e d i n s c r i p t i o n s i n Greek and 
C y p r i o t on t h e same s t o n e , and was a b l e t o use t h i s b i l i n g u a l key t o d i s ­
c o v e r t h e sound v a l u e s o f the m y s t e r i o u s s i g n s . I n T a b l e 2,1 have s e t 
out a s e r i e s of the Nipmauq s i g n a t u r e s , s i d e by s i d e w i t h t h e c o r r e s ­
ponding l e t t e r s of t h e C y p r i o t a l p h a b e t which, l i k e the C r e e , i s a l s o 
s y l l a b i c . I f Smith had o n l y known, he c o u l d have summoned Algonquians 
t o a i d himl 

The C y p r i o t a l p h a b e t , or s y l l a b a r y a s i t i s more c o r r e c t l y c a l l e d , 
was i n use a t l e a s t u n t i l 1727, i n n o r t h e r n Maine, New Brunswick and 
Nova' S c o t i a , f o r a t r e a t y s i g n e d a t A n n a p o l i s R o y a l , N.S., i n t h a t y e a r 
c a r r i e s 32 C y p r i o t s i g n a t u r e s . I t has s i n c e d i e d out i n North America, 
though the Cree S y l l a b a r y on t h e o t h e r hand has f l o u r i s h e d , and i s used 
today by newspapers and magazines p u b l i s h e d i n t h e Cree t r i b a l l a n d s . 
I n r e c e n t y e a r s i t has been adapted f o r use by the Eskimo, and some 
Oj i b w a y s s t i l l use i t a l s o . 
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Name of s i g n a t o r y a s 
w r i t t e n i n C o l o n i a l 
E n g l i s h s p e l l i n g 

Naontock 

Tascomp 

Papomsham 

A c t u a l Nipmauq 

T o b i A l a t o q u i s h 

James Acojock 

Simon Wolomp 

John Awagwon 

Cook Robin 

Sean J a s c o 

E q u i v a l e n t s i g n s of 
the a n c i e n t C y p r i o t 
s c r i p t 

- Ni 

- Ta-Sa 

- Pa-Po 

- To 

- J a , Ms 

C superimposed] 

4 
-Sa-Mo 

- J a , Ne 
[superimposed] 

o< 
0 

- Ro 

- S i 

F i g u r e 2: Nine s i g n a t u r e s showing t h e cor r e s p o n d e n c e between the i n i t i a l 
s y l l a b l e s o f t h e names [ l e f t , u n d e r l i n e d l e t t e r s ] w i t h t h e 
e q u i v a l e n t s y l l a b i c s i g n s o f t h e a n c i e n t C y p r i o t s c r i p t , t h a t 
d i e d out i n Europe a t t h e time o f A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t , but 
s u r v i v e d i n America. ^ 



Name oF s i g n a t o r y 
a s w r i t t e n i n 
C o l o n i a l E n g l i s h 
s p e l l i n g 

A c t u a l s i g n a t u r e a s i t a p p e a r s on the Deed 

John 
Hownahetefemmen 

Cotoosonk 

Sebquat 

Mattaomp 

Pacataw 

Aspenaw 

the s i g n a t u r e i ' j \^ ^ *^ / 

r e a d a s C y p r i o t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

sounds oF s i g n s P i po s a t a 

F i g u r e I : The I n d i a n s i g n a t u r e s on t h e Nipmuq Deed o f 1B81/2 can be 
c l a s s i F i e d i n t o Four groups. Group 1, i l l u s t r a t e d by the 
uppermost example, a r e s i g n a t u r e s w r i t t e n out i n F u l l , i n 
E n g l i s h , e v i d e n t l y by alumni oF t h e s c h o o l s e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the c o l o n i s t s . Group 2, comprise s i g n a t u r e s t h a t r e n d e r 
o n l y t h e F i r s t s y l l a b l e o r l e t t e r , i n E n g l i s h s c r i p . t . 
Group 3, lowermost, s i g n a t u r e s w r i t t e n i n F u l l i n t h e 
a n c i e n t s c r i p t oF Cyprus, Group 4, shown i n F i g u r e 2, 
a r e a b b r e v i a t e d C y p r i o t s i g n a t u r e s . The name r e n d e r e d 
a s Pamphosit i s e r r o n e o u s ; t h e r e was no F Cph] sound i n 
the Algonquian tongues. The C y p r i o t r e n d e r i n g o m i t s t h e h. 



I n Europe, on the o t h e r hand, t h e C y p r i o t s y l l a b a r y was no l o n g e r 
u s e d a f t e r t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C., For Greek l e t t e r s r e p l a c e d i t d u r i n g 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n oF Al e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t . Thus, i n o r d e r F o r i t to have 
been brought i n t o use i n America, the a l p h a b e t must have been t r a n s m i t t e d 
h e r e beFore t h e time oF A l e x a n d e r . These new d i s c o v e r i e s have, n e e d l e s s 
t o s a y , c a l l e d F o r t h t h e condemnation oF some a r c h a e o l o g i s t s . They a r e , 
however, now F i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d and have a l r e a d y been i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o 
t he l e a r n e d p u b l i c a t i o n s by European l i n g u i s t s . F o r F u r t h e r i n F o r m a t i o n 
r e a d e r s may c o n s u l t t h e O c c a s i o n a l P u b l i c a t i o n s oF t h e E p i g r a p h i c S o c i e t y 
e s p e c i a l l y columes 8 and 9 [19BG-B1], and my p o p u l a r i z e d v e r s i o n s i n book 
Form; o r , I F th e y r e a d S p a n i s h , t h e much l a r g e r works i s s u e d by the Grand 
Basque E n c y c l o p e d i a i n Madrid and B i l b a o , S p a i n . 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t a g r e a t d e a l oF l o s t h i s t o r y r e m a i n s t o be d i s -
coveredg and c o l o n i a l Deeds, s u c h a s t h e S u t t o n document, a r e p l a y i n g an 
important r o l e . The r o c k s oF M a s s a c h u s e t t s a l s o c a r r y a n o i e n t i n s c r i p ­
t i o n s i n the C y p r i o t s y l l a b a r y , r e n d e r i n g names oF Algonquians and a l s o 
Algonquian p r o v e r b s . The a n c i e n t people oF Cyprus were g r e a t s a i l o r s , 
and worked i n copper. A F t e r t h e mines oF Cyprus were e x h a u s t e d they im­
p o r t e d copper. Perhaps t h e copper mines oF Michigan a t t r a c t e d them h e r e . 
The F i n e s t examples oF i n s c r i p t i o n s i n C y p r i o t a r e Found on the g o l d and 
bronze t a b l e t s oF t h e N a t i o n a l T r e a s u r e oF Ecudaor, c o m p r i s i n g works oF 
a r t plowed up by Farmers i n t h e Cuenca r e g i o n . Other v a r i e t i e s o c c u r a s 
ro c k i n s c r i p t i o n s i n t h e C a r o l i n a s and i n v a r i o u s C a r i b b e a n i s l a n d s , -

This BULLETIN ^ssue. is intdnddd to publish a dzaiphzimsint of a document which 
has laid domznt for thrzo. hundred yzars. We are. familiar historically speaking of 
the. zxistance. of a 1681 VEEV of land from thz Indians to William Stoughton and Joseph 
Vudley [the. first such VEEV in this area).Preliminary speculation to read the document 
became a motivation to determine its contents. 

The origional VEEV is in the Masso. isetts Archives and is woefully in poor cond­
ition. Intelligible duplication is almost impossible. However, with patience and 
clairvoyance a substant^cal percentage of its information is presented in this issue. 

The Sutton Historical Society has a copy of the 1715 map drawn by John Chandler 
of the n i l survey of land described in the 1681 Indian, Stoughton and Vudley VEEV 

The main thrust of the 1681 VEEV article intentionally foregoes detailed refer­
ence to the purchase of lands from John Wampas and Company by a group of Bostonians 
interested -tn establishing a township, i. e., SUTTON. See Histories, Vol. I and II 
for information on this subject. 

Br. Barry fell's report on the Indian signs [signatures) that appeared in the 
Vecember 1980 BULLETIN is purposely presented to complete the VEEV story,. Shortly 
after the issue was published, Vr. Fell requested permission to reprint it in the Epi­
graphic Journal which is circulated to universities, libraries and museums, in twenty-
seven countries around the world. The BULLETIN VOES TRAVEL II rrsTTA-n 

AND IN CONCLUSION Dr. Barry Fell 
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