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THE SUTTON-NORTHBRIDGE TORNADO OF JUNE 8. 1953 
(KNOWN AS THE OTHER TORNADO) BY- Kznmth m^ftfilll 

The a F t e r n a o n of June 9, 1953 s t a r t e d out as a normal b u i l d u p of an 
i n t e n s e thunderstorm vy/ith b l a c k e n i n g c l o u d s i n the west and a v e r y s u l t r y 
hazy a i r . T r e e t o p s were swaying i n one d i r e c t i o n w h i l e c l o u d s appeared 
to be going the o p p o s i t e , A minimum of r a i n was i n v o l v e d but p o c k e t s of 
g u s t y winds s t a r t e d t o punctuate the s t i l l n e s s . 

Two tornado paths came through c e n t r a l and s o u t h e r n Worcester County 
i n an e a s t e r l y t o s o u t h e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n . The [ W o r c e s t e r ] tornado was 
about 35 m i l e s long from Petersham t o Southboro c a u s i n g d e v a s t a t i n g dam
age and h o r r i b l e l o s s of l i f e . About 90 p e r i s h e d i n the Worcester a r e a 
a s s a u l t e d around 5:00 P.M. 

The " o t h e r " tornado [ S u t t o n - N o r t h b r i d g e ] was about I E m i l e s long i n 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same d i r e c t i o n from M i l l b u r y t o Mendon„ I t was f i r s t 
r e p o r t e d i n the West M i l l b u r y a r e a as c y c l o n i c v o r t e x which was s p o t t e d 
a l s o over Lake S i n g l e t a r y b e f o r e 5:00 P.M. The f i r s t known touch-down of 
the f u n n e l r i p p e d up some t r e e s on the n o r t h e a s t e r l y s i d e of S i n g l e t a r y 
Avenue and s k i p p e d over t o the home of F r a n c i s F r e d e t t e on the southwest 
s i d e o f Route 146 j u s t south of P l e a s a n t V a l l e y Road t e a r i n g the r o o f com
p l e t e l y o f f h i s house a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5:05 P„M. No one was home a t the 
t i m e . I t n e x t s k i p p e d a c r o s s the highway t o p p l i n g some l a r g e oak t r e e s i n 
back of Malcolm P e a r s o n ' s home a l i t t l e ways n o r t h of Armsby Road. 

John D. Brigham Farm 



Jotin D. Brigham Farm John D. Brigham barn demolished 
From t h e r e i t l e a p e d l i k e a r e t r a c t i n g c o i l s p r i n g f o r about a m i l e 

e a s t e r l y to 'Leland H i l l Road swooping down to up r o o t t r e e s and d e s t r o y i n g 
c o m p l e t e l y John Brigham's p l a c e [Calmer F a r m ] . What was the e q u i v a l e n t 
o f a double barn, b l a c k s m i t h shop and c a r r i a g e shed l a y jumbled t o g e t h e r 
i n t o p i l e s o f boards and s p l i n t e r s s c a t t e r i n g w i t h d e b r i s a l l over the 
l a n d s c a p e . Most o f the r o o f of the house was t o r n o f f w h i l e some members 
of the f a m i l y were s t i l l i n s i d e , some l a y i n g on the f l o o r w h i l e f u r n i t u r e 
and o t h e r a r t i c l e s were being sucked out of the blown-out windows. No 
s e r i o u s i n j u r i e s occured. The w a l l s o f the house remained mostly i n t a c t 
but damaged: An automobile parked a l o n g s i d e the house was s e v e r l y b a t 
t e r e d l i k e an o l d t i n can from t i m b e r s f l y i n g from the barn. 

The next p l a c e l e s s t han a q u a r t e r o f a m i l e e a s t on L e l a n d H i l l 
Road was the W a l t e r Dakin p l a c e [ A s h c r o f t F a r m ] , A l a r g e Elm t r e e w i t h 
m u l t i p l e t r u n k s was blown down onto the road. The house was 50 f e e t i n 
back was not damaged. The main p a r t of the l a r g e barn a c r o s s the road on 
the south s i d e was t o t a l l y demolished. A pregnant cow f e l l i n t o the 
c e l l a r as the s t a n t i o n c o l l a p s e d and was somewhat i n j u r e d and subsequent
l y gave b i r t h to a c a l f a few days l a t e r . The f u n n e l then " f i s h t a i l e d " 
a c r o s s the road to a barn or workshop s t r u c t u r e where c h i c k e n s were kep t . 



The b u i l d i n g was t o t a l l y demolish
ed along w i t h n e a r l y t h r e e t h o u s
and c h i c k e n s , h a l f l a y i n g hens and 
h a l f young s t o c k , which mostly " d i s 
appeared" when being sucked by the 
f u n n e l . N o t e . . . [ t h e r e were some c h -
i c h e n c a r c a s s e s r e p o r t e d dropping 
out of the sky around the Foxboro 
a r e a ] . The shop was o r i g i n a l l y t he 
f a c t o r y or workshop o f Gardner Dod
ge who made t h r e s h i n g machines. See 
S u t t o n H i s t o r y Volume I I . 

The next a s s a u l t was on the 
C a r l Anderson one s t o r y home on the 
south s i d e o f P i e r c e Road, p u l l i n g 
o f f t he r o o f and s i d e w a l l s , s c a t 
t e r i n g lumber o v e r much of the a r e a 
and much of which was never found. 
• n the rem a i n i n g p l a t f o r m f l o o r was AnderSOfl 110(116 
a r e f r i g e r a t o r , s tove and a couple 
of o t h e r items o f f u r n i t u r e j u s t s i t t i n g t h e r e . No one was a t home. 

The bottom of the f u n n e l swished a c r o s s the road t o the K a r l K r a t -
schman r e s i d e n c e demolishing the barn and r i p p i n g o f f the r o o f o f the 
k i t c h e n e l l along w i t h r i p p i n g o f f most o f the s h e a t h i n g and s h i n g l e s 
b a c k s i d e o f the main house r o o f . Both c h i m n i e s were a l s o d e s t r o y e d . I t 
i s not known whether anyone was a t home. T h i s farm was the former Joseph 
Baarda p l a c e . 

A f t e r l i f t i n g , the f u n n e l l e f t S u t t o n and headed over i n t o North-
b r i d g e where i t s " f i s h t a i l i n g " c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s became e r r a t i c . Probably 
the v e r y n e x t touchdown was a t Adam's c o r n e r , a t the j u n c t i o n o f S u t t o n 
S t r e e t and H i l l S t r e e t where the top of a telephone was broken o f f w i t h 
w i r e s and t r a n s f o r m e r l a y i n g i n the road c a u s i n g o i l t o ooze onto the 
pavement. A probable t u r n t o the south p u l l e d o f f a t l e a s t two r o o f s 
from farm b u i l d i n g s on the west s i d e o f H i l l S t r e e t and dropped them i n t o 
t he f i e l d b e f o r e v e e r i n g o f f i n a s o u t h w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n towards a h i l l 
c o v e r e d w i t h pine t r e e s where i t t o r e up the tops l i k e match s t i c k s . 

The n e x t e r r a t i c s w i t c h seems t o be e a s t e r l y towards the west s i d e 
of H i l l S t r e e t a c r o s s from the j u n c t i o n o f K e l l e y Road where a house was 
l i f t e d o f f i t s f o u n d a t i o n and moved s e v e r a l f e e t and dropped down j u s t 
s outh of i t . The house remained i n t a c t and was p l a c e d back on the found
a t i o n and r e n o v a t e d . 

Kratschman Farm Kratschman Farm Kratschman Farm 
e l l kitchen roof main house roof barn demolished 
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Off H i l l Street. W h i t i n s v i l l e Off H i l l Street, Whitinsville 

As t h e tornado v e e r e d south a g a i n i t p a r t i a l l y l i f t e d the r o o f o f f 
a farm house s e t back on a h i l l b e f o re heading to the e a s t s i d e of H i l l 
S t r e e t where i t c o m p l e t e l y demolished the main barn j u s t south of Adam's 
Farm d a i r y barn and damaged the r o o f of a farm house on the opposite s i d e 
o f the road. 

The n e x t t u r n was westward toward the v a o i n i t y of Fowler Road and 
H i g h l a n d S t r e e t r i p p i n g up t r e e s and p a r t o f a c o v e r e d c e l l a r hole 
b e f o r e heading t o the R i v e r d a l e V i l l a g e a r e a . I t s l a s t known a s s a u l t 
was on the m i l l a t R i v e r d a l e t e a r i n g o f f most of the r o o f , c a u s i n g t e r 
r i f i c damage t o t h e second s t o r y and d e s t r o y i n g the top of the m i l l 
tower. From t h e r e the tornado f i n a l l y d i s a p p e a r e d over Mendon. 

I t was r e p o r t e d t h a t much of the d e b r i s from both tornadoes a f t e r 
being sucked up i n t o the c l o u d s was s c a t t e r e d throughout e a s t e r n and 
s o u t h e a s t e r n M a s s a c h u s e t t s as f a r as the A t l a n t i c Ocean. The S u t t o n -
Northbridge tornado was not as v i c i o u s as the Worcester storm perhaps 
because of s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e s and d u r a t i o n a t touchdown a r e a s . There 
was no l o s s o f l i f e known t o have been r e p o r t e d i n t h i s storm. As the 
storm s u b s i d e d toward the s o u t h e a s t , s t a c c a t o l i k e c l o u d to c l o u d l i g h t n 
ing c o u l d be seen f l a s h i n g as many as one or two per second i n the dark 
c h u r n i n g massive thunderheads and r e c e e d i n g c l o u d banks, 

A tornado i s perhaps the most t e r r i f y i n g e v e n t i n n a t u r e ! 
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MILLBURr 
TORNADO OF JUNE *T. 1153 

6l/rT0N-N0RT>lBRlD6£ /V ÊA 

\ numbers not 

1 - F r a n c i s F r e d e t t e home 
2- Oak t r e e s u p r o o t e d N. E . s i d e 

o f R t . 146, 5 0 0 ' N. o f Armsby Rd. 
3- J o h n D. B r i g h a m f a r m , N. s i d e o f 

L e l a n d H i l l Rd. 
4- W a l t e r D a k i n f a r m , L e l a n d H i l l Rd 
5- C a r l A n d e r s o n home. P i e r c e Rd. 
6- K a r l K r a t s c h m a n ( f o r m e r l l y J o s e p h 

B a a d a f a r m . P i e r c e R d.) 
7- P i n e t r e e s t a n d on h i l l on N o r t h -

b r i d g e s i d e o f S u t t o n l i n e 
8- Adam's C o r n e r , j u n c t i o n o f S u t t o n 

and H i l l S t r e e t 
9- Two r o o f s , W. s i d e o f H i l l S t c e e t 

10- H o u s e , K e l l e y Rd., and H i l l S t c e e 
1 1 - Adam's f a r m , m a i n b a r n , E . s i d e H i 
12- D i r e c t i o n t o w a r d F o w l e r Road 

11 S t . 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS-
MARCH - D u r i n g t h e b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g Mary A r a k e l i a n s p o k e a b o u t t h e p r o 
p o s e d p l a n s f o r t h i s y e a r B l a c k s t o n e V a l l e y H e r i t a g e Day a c t i v i t i e s . An 
a r t i s t r e n d e r i n g o f t h e B l a c k s t o n e C a n a l i n 1838 was p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 
S o c i e t y by J a n e t S m i t h . W i l l i a m B a l l o u , a C i v i l War h i s t o r i a n , s p o k e 
a b o u t t h e men f r o m S u t t o n who f o u g h t i n t h e w a r b e t w e e n t h e S t a t e s . He 
r e c o u n t e d many i n t e r e s t i n g e p i s o d e s . 
A P R I L - The S o c i e t y met a t t h e Manchaug B a p t i s t C h u r c h . P r o g r e s s 
r e p o r t s o n work a t t h e G e n e r a l R u f u s Putnam Museum i n c l u d e d p l a s t e r r e p a i r 
a n d p a i n t i n g o f t h e DAR c e i l i n g a n d w a l l s . A l s o , c l e a n - u p o f t h e H a l l 
b a s e m e n t by S o c i e t y members. P l a n s f o r t h e a n n u a l J u n e B l a c k s m i t h S hop 
F l e a M a r k e t was a n n o u n c e d . P r e s i d e n t D a n i e l G r i f f i t h p r e s e n t e d a s l i d e 
show on w e a t h e r v a n e s t h a t he h a d a c c u m u l a t e d o v e r a p e r i o d o f y e a r s . 
MAY - The m o n t h l y m e e t i n g i n t h e Manchaug C h u r c h commenced w i t h a r e v i e w 
o f p l a n s t o o p e n t h e Museum a n d B l a c k s m i t h S h o p S a t u r d a y s d u r i n g t h e 
summer a n d t h e w e e k e n d B l a c k s t o n e V a l l e y H e r i t a g e Homecoming d a y s i n 
S e p t e m b e r . Mary A r a k e l i a n e x p l a i n e d t h e p l a n n e d p r o g r a m r e l a t e d t o t h e 
H e r i t a g e o b s e r v a n c e . G i f t s f r o m a n I n d i a n g i r l i n C a l i f o r n i a w e r e p r e 
s e n t e d by g u e s t J o h n R o g e r s t o t h e S o c i e t y who e x p l a i n e d t h e i r m e a n i n g f u l 
a s p e c t s . G u e s t s p e a k e r , R o n a l d C h e z a w s k i , V.P. o f E n g i n e e r i n g f o r t h e 
W o r c e s t e r a n d P r o v i d e n c e R a i l r o a d , d i s c u s s e d i t s h i s t o r y f r o m 1847 t o t h e 
p r e s e n t . 
JUNE - The J u n e F l e a M a r k e t a t t h e B l a c k s m i t h S h o p r e p l a c e d t h e r e g u l a r 
m o n t h l y m e e t i n g , a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 was r a i s e d . 
J U L Y - A P o t L u c k S u p p e r was h e l d a t t h e E i g h t L o t s S c h o o l H o u s e . A f t e r 
a s h o r t b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n a D i r e c t o r s M e e t i n g a u t h o r i z e d a f u n d i n g t o r e -
s h i n g l e t h e M anchaug B a p t i s t C h u r c h . M a l c o l m P e a r s o n s h o w e d a v i d e o t a p e 
he made a t t h e N o r l a n d Farm i n L i v e r m o r e , M a i n e , w i t h B u d G u r n e y i n J u n e 
r e c o r d i n g t h e m i d - e i g h t e e n h u n d r e d s l i f e s t y l e p r o g r a m s t h e y h a v e i n s t i 
t u t e d s i n c e 1 9 7 3 . T h e s e p l a n s a r e b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d t o a d a p t a s i m i l a r one 
i n S u t t o n i n v o l v i n g t h e W a t e r s F a r m f a c i l i t i e s a l o n g w i t h t h e u s a g e o f t h e 
E i g h t L o t s S c h o o l H o u s e . 
AUGUST - T h e P o t L u c k S u p p e r f o r m a t was r e p e a t e d a t t h e B l a c k s m i t h Shop 
w i t h g e n e r a l i n f o r m a l d i s c u s s i o n s f o l l o w i n g ^ 

MAY TO AUGUST - WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
J e s s i c a Bagg 
Howard S. B a r r e t t 

S u s a n S h e a 
L i n n F . M c C o n a r t y 
A l e x a n d e r A. T r e n t a 
M/M R o d n e y L . W a t e r s 

M/M W i l l i a m G. C a s e y 
Edmund J.O. E b e r d t 

Mark J . Z a r z e c k i 
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