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ENTREPENEURS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
By- Grandson. Stephen Benjamin 

S t e p h e n E d g a r B e n g a m i n a n d M a r y 
G r a c e S t e v e n s o n w e r e m a r r i e d i n W o r c -
o n O c t o b e r 1 7 t h , 1 9 2 7 . Ms S t e v e n s o n 
w a s a f o r m e r s c h o o l t e a c h e r , a n d Mr. 
B e n j a m i n w a s a m i l l e x e c u t i v e f o r t h e 
N a t i o n a l C r a s h M a n u f a c t u r i n g Company 
i n M i l l b u r y . He w a s c o m m a n l y c a l l e d 
E d B e n j a m i n . O t h e r s s i m p l y c a l l e d h i m 
B e n , d u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t w h e n h e 
s i g n e d h i s l a s t name o n f o r m s a s a 
G o v e r m e n t I n s p e c t o r d u r i n g W o r l d War 
One, o n l y t h e " B e n " w a s l e g i b l e . T h e 
r e s t t r a i l e d o f f i n t o a s c r i b b l e , 

B e n h a d a r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g a p p ­
e a r a n c e a t f i r s t s i g h t . A l a r g e s c a r 
r a n a c r o s s h i s f o r e h e a d , a r e m i n d e r o f a 
p u l l i n g a m i l k w a g o n . B e n w a s a b o u t t h r e e 
h a d a w o u n d e d h i p f r o m a s e v e r e a u t o 
p a p e r a c c o u n t s a t t h e t i m e g a v e h i s 

THE SIGN OF SUTTON HOSPITALITY 

k i c k f r o m a h o r s e t h a t w a s 
y e a r s o l d a t t h e t i m e . B e n a l s o 

a c c i d e n t b e f o r e h e w a s m a r r i e d . N e w s -
l i t t l e h o p e f o r r e c o v e r y . 

When t h e B e n j a m i n s w e r e f i r s t m a r r i e d , t h e y l i v e d i n t h e S t e v e n s o n 
f a m i l y home i n W o r c e s t e r . W i t h M a r y ' s s h a r e o f t h e s a l e f r o m t h e W o r c e s ­
t e r home, a n d B e n ' s s a l e o f h i s summer home o n K e n d r i c k ' s I s l a n d , L a k e 
S i n g l e t a r y , t h e B e n j a m i n s b o u g h t t h e f o r m e r J a m e s E . S t o c k w e l l f a r m o n 
B o s t o n R o a d . T h e o r i g i n a l p r o p e r t y s t r e t c h e d f o r some f i f t y a c r e s f r o m 
B o s t o n R o a d s t r a i g h t t h r o u g h t o t h e s h o r e s o f L a k e S i n g l e t a r y . 

B o t h M a r y a n d B e n l i k e d t h e i d e a o f l i v i n g i n t h e c o u n t r y i n a f a r m ­
i n g c o m m u n i t y . B e n h a d f r i e n d s i n S u t t o n t h r o u g h w o r k i n g i n M i l l b u r y , 
a n d a l s o t h r o u g h h i s t i e s i n t h e M a s o n s . B o t h M a r y a n d B e n h a d h o p e s o f 
u s i n g t h e l a r g e h o u s e i n some way t h a t c o u l d p r o v e u s e f u l , a l t h o u g h a t 
t h e t i m e n e i t h e r o f t h e m knew w h a t t h a t w o u l d t u r n o u t t o b e . 

When t h e B e n j a m i n s f i r s t l o o k e d a t t h e h o u s e i n 1 9 2 7 t h e f o r m e r own­
e r J a m e s S t o c k w e l l a n d h i s w i f e h a d s i n c e m o v e d t o W o r c e s t e r . T h e h o u s e 
h a d b e e n v a c a n t f o r a f e w y e a r s a n d i v y h a d g r o w n o v e r t h e f r o n t . T h e 
I v y h a d g r o w n i n t o b r o k e n w i n d o w s t o t h e p o i n t w h e r e t h e r e w a s a s much 
i v y i n s i d e t h e f r o n t r o o m s a s t h e r e w a s o u t s i d e t h e h o u s e . T h e h o u s e h a d 
o n l y t w o e l e c t r i c l i g h t s a n d no i n d o o r p l u m b i n g . T h e r e w a s a n o u t h o u s e 
b e h i n d t h e e l l . T h e h o u s e h a d no c e n t r a l h e a t i n g , a n d w a s h e a t e d b y 
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f i r e p l a c e a n d wood s t o v e i n t o t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s . T h e B e n j a m i n s r e a l i z e d t h e 
h o u s e w a s i n b a d r e p a i r . 

A s r e n o v a t i o n s s t a r t e d i t w a s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t i n some o f t h e r o o m s 
t h e c a r p e t s w e r e p i l e d f i v e a n d s i x t h i c k . I t s e e m s a s t h e o l d c a r p e t s 
w o r e o u t , t h e f o r m e r o w n e r s h a d s i m p l y p u t a new o n e o n t o p o f t h e o l d 
on e a n d t a c k e d i t down. T h e i v y a n d r u g s w e r e s t r i p p e d f r o m t h e h o u s e 
a n d w e r e t a k e n o u t i n t o t h e b a c k y a r d a n d b u r n e d . T h e h o u s e w a s s c r a p e d 
a n d p a i n t e d . E x i s t i n g s h u t t e r s w e r e r e p a i r e d a n d p a i n t e d . O t h e r s h u t ­
t e r s w e r e d i s c o v e r e d s t o r e d i n t h e b a r n s a n d w e r e r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n s o n t h e h o u s e . A c o a l f u r n a c e w a s i n s t a l l e d i n t h e 
b a s e m e n t . I t w a s l a t e r c o n v e r t e d t o b u r n o i l i n t h e l a t e 1 9 3 0 ' s . 
M a r y ' s d a u g h t e r B e t t y r e m e m b e r s a l w a y s b e i n g a b l e t o g e t a f e w p i e c e s o f 
c o a l f o r h e r s n o w m a n ' s " e y e s " i n t h e w i n t e r . T h e c e l l a r a l s o c o n t a i n e d 
a l a r g e w o o d e n b o x f i l l e d w i t h s a n d t h a t w a s u s e d a s a r o o t c e l l a r f o r 
t h e s t o r a g e o f v e g e t a b l e s . 

T h e S t o c k w e l l s h a d l e f t b e h i n d many i t e m s . A b e a u t i f u l h o r s e d r a w n 
b u g g y w a s d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e b a r n a n d w a s p l a c e d o u t s i d e o n t h e l a w n a s 
a d e c o r a t i o n . O v e r t h e y e a r s i t f e l l i n t o d i s r e p a i r . I n t h e l a r g e a t t i c 
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of t h e h o u s e , a b l a c k l a c e p a r a s o l , a w o o d e n w h e e l c h a i r a n d s e v e r a l l a r g e 
w o o d e n t r u n k s w e r e l e f t b e h i n d . I n l a t e r y e a r s B e t t y w o u l d p l a y a n d 
w o n d e r who t h e s e t h i n g s b e l o n g e d t o . 

A s r e n o v a t i o n s p r o g r e s s e d , t h e r o o m s w e r e p a i n t e d a n d p a p e r e d one 
b y o n e a s money a f f o r d e d . M a k e s h i f t c u r t a i n s w e r e made f r o m " c r a s h " 
d i s t o w e l s , a w h i t e c o t t o n / l i n e n m a t e r i a l t h a t B e n m a n u f a c t u r e d i n t h e 
M i l l b u r y M i l l . 

T h e r o o m s w e r e w i r e d , l i g h t s , a n d e l e c t r i c i t y w e r e a d d e d t o a l l r o o m s , 
i n d o o r p l u m b i n g w a s i n s t a l l e d i n c l u d i n g a f u l l b a t h u p s t a i r s a n d a h a l f 
b a t h d o w n s t a i r s . I n l a t e r y e a r s , t h e B e n j a m i n s r e a l i z e d w h a t a l u x u r y 
t h e y h a d , a s many p e o p l e s t i l l h a d o u t d o o r " p r i v v y s " i n t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s . 

F o r f u r n i t u r e , M a r y p a i n t e d some o f t h e b u r e a u s t h a t w e r e l e f t b e ­
h i n d t o m a t c h t h e c o l o r s c h e m e s o f t h e r o o m s . 

T h e p r o p e r t y h a d a s h a l l o w w e l l l o c a t e d t o t h e n o r t h w e s t o f t h e 
h o u s e b e h i n d w h e r e t h e L e C l a i r e h o u s e now s t a n d s . T h e p l u m b i n g h a d a l s o 

WAITRESSES- 1-r, S a l l y Townsend, Margurite Hugo, Barbara B a t c h e l l e r , Dorcas H a l l , 
Ruth Farady, Nancy Shea, O l i v e Noe, Joy Putnam, Mary Stevenson, and Betty Ross 

b e e n c o n n e c t e d t o t h e S h e r m a n h o u s e t o t h e E a s t i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 3 0 ' s . The 
S h e r m a n f a m i l y h a d dug a n a r t e s i a n w e l l . I f t h e w a t e r l e v e l o f t h e s h a l ­
l o w w e l l w e n t l o w i n t h e summer, b y t h e s w i t c h o f a f e w v a l v e s a n d pumps, 
w a t e r f l o w e d o v e r f r o m t h e S h e r m a n w e l l . G o o d n e i g h b o r s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n 
a r o u n d i n S u t t o n ! 

T h e B e n j a m i n s m o v e d i n t o t h e i r home i n 1 9 2 9 . A s t h e d e p r e s s i o n b e g a n 
t h e m i l l s i n M i l l b u r y b e g a n t o f a l l . B y 1 9 3 0 , t h e m i l l " h a d p r e t t y much 
g o n e u n d e r . " I n A p r i l o f 1 9 3 1 B e n came home a n d a n n o u n c e d t o M a r y , " t h e 
m i l l i s r e a l l y g o n e . " I t w a s a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t t h e s i z e a n d l o c a t i o n o f 
t h e h o u s e f i n a l l y came i n t o p l a y . 

M a r y ' s f r i e n d s a n d f a m i l y h a d b e e n u r g i n g h e r t o t r y a " t e a r o o m " a t 
t h e h o u s e . A t t h e t i m e , s h e d i d n ' t t h i n k s h e c o u l d h a n d l e s u c h a n u n d e r ­
t a k i n g , b u t h e r h u s b a n d w a s o u t o f a j o b , h e r d a u g h t e r M a r y E l i z a b e t h h a d 
j u s t b e e n b o r n , a n d t h e D e p r e s s i o n w a s u n d e r w a y . T h r o u g h a n e t w o r k o f 
t e a c h e r f r i e n d s i n W o r c e s t e r a n d B e n ' s M a s o n i c f r i e n d s , h a n d w r i t t e n 
n o t i c e s w e r e s e n t o u t a n n o u n c i n g t h e o p e n i n g o f a t e a r o o m i n May 1 9 3 1 . 
I t w a s t o be c a l l e d " S i n g l e t a r y F a r m . " 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t M a r y p u t e v e r y t h i n g i n h e r name a t 
f i r s t s o t h a t i f t h e v e n t u r e f a i l e d , i t w o u l d n o t be r e f l e c t i o n o n B e n . 
A l s o , 1 9 3 0 ' s v a l u e s d i d n o t f i n d i t m a s c u l i n e f o r a f o r m e r m i l l e x e c u ­
t i v e t o b e r u n n i n g a " t e a r o o m . " 

A g r o u p o f e i g h t women t e a c h e r s f r o m W o r c e s t e r w e r e t h e f i r s t t o r e ­
p l y . T h e y r e q u e s t e d t o u s e t h e h o u s e t o p l a y b r i d g e b e f o r e d i n i n g o n a 
d i n n e r o f c h i c k e n s a l a d . M a r y p r e p a r e d i t a s i f R o y a l t y w e r e c o m i n g . S h e 
u s e d h e r own b e s t c h i n a , s i l v e r a n d l i n e n s . F r i e n d s q u i c k l y d i s c o u r a g e d 
t h i s p r a c t i c e . A s p a r t i e s g r e w , M a r y w o u l d b u y t h e a d d i t i o n a l p i e c e s a s 
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t h e y w e r e n e e d e d . H e r d i s h e s a n d p l a c e s e t t i n g s w e r e a l w a y s t a s t e f u l a n d 
s h e made i t a p o i n t t o e n t e r t a i n a s i f t h e p e o p l e w e r e h e r own p e r s o n a l 
g u e s t s . E a c h p a r t y w a s s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n e d , a n d t h e m e p a r t i e s w e r e 
p o p u l a r f o r v a r i o u s c i v i c g r o u p s . 

T h e f i r s t g r o u p w a s h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l a n d a s t h e g u e s t s p r e d i c t e d , 
w o r d o f m o u t h s p r e a d t h e n e w s q u i c k l y . T h e r e s e r v a t i o n s w e r e a l w a y s f u l l . 
A l l d i n n e r s w e r e b o o k e d b y a p p o i n t m e n t b y l e t t e r , W e s t e r n U n i o n T e l e g r a m , 
o r b y c a l l i n g t h e t h r e e n u m b e r p h o n e n u m b e r 7 6 3 . 

D u r i n g t h i s f i r s t s e a s o n o f 1 9 3 1 , d i s a s t e r s t r u c k . G e t t i n g r e a d y 
f o r a n e v e n i n g ' s e n t e r t a i n m e n t o n e n i g h t , M a r y w a s d e e p f a t f r y i n g a t 
t h e s t o v e . T h e p h o n e r a n g a n d M a r y w a s d i s t r a c t e d f o r t o o l o n g . T h e 
k e t t l e o f f a t o n t h e s t o v e c a u g h t f i r e . A l o n e a n d a f r a i d o f b u r n i n g 
down t h e i r home, M a r y p i c k e d up t h e f l a m i n g k e t t l e a n d t r i e d t o c a r r y i t 
o u t o f t h e h o u s e . I t w a s a h o t h u m i d summer d a y a n d t h e b a c k d o o r h a d 
s w o l l e n s h u t . A s s h e t r i e d t o k i c k t h e d o o r o p e n , t h e b u r n i n g f a t 
s p l a s h e d a n d s p i l l e d o u t o n h e r a r m s a n d l e g s . S h e f i n a l l y g o t o u t s i d e , 
s a v i n g t h e h o u s e b u t w a s b a d l y b u r n e d i n d o i n g s o . S h e s t r u g g l e d t o t h e 
p h o n e a n d c a l l e d f o r h e l p . 

M a r y s t a y e d i n t h e h o s p i t a l f o r a n e x t e n d e d p e r i o d . W i t h no i n s u r ­
a n c e , a l o a n on t h e s t o v e , a o n e y e a r o l d d a u g h t e r , a n d a new b u s i n e s s , 
t h e o u t l o o k w a s b l e a k a t b e s t . A l w a y s a n o p t i m i s t , s h e r e a l i z e d t h e 
b u s i n e s s h a d t o c o n t i n u e . L a t e i n t h e summer o f 1 9 3 1 t h e B e n j a m i n s s t a r t e d 
t a k i n g i n w e e k e n d g u e s t s . 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , B e n h a d s t a r t e d a n i n s u r a n c e b u s i n e s s o f h i s own. 
A t t h e u r g i n g o f f r i e n d s a n d f e l l o w M a s o n s he b o u g h t a s m a l l e x i s t i n g i n ­
s u r a n c e b u s i n e s s . He h a d h i s o f f i c e i n w h a t i s now t h e l a u n d r y i n t h e e l l 
s e c t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g . D e s k s p a c e w a s s h a r e d w i t h t h e i c e b o x e s a n d 
d e s s e r t t a b l e s . T h e o f f i c e w a s k e p t i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e h o u s e b e c a u s e i t 
o f f e r e d p r i v a t e e n t r y f r o m a d o o r i n t h e r e a r o f t h e e l l . I t w a s w a r m e r 
i n t h e w i n t e r a s t h e h e a t w a s s h u t o f f i n t h e f r o n t p a r t o f t h e h o u s e . B e n 
s o l d a l i t t l e r e a l e s t a t e i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e b u s i n e s s , b u t t h e i n ­
s u r a n c e s a l e s e v e n t u a l l y t o o k o v e r . D u r i n g W o r l d War Two, B e n s o l d damage 
c o n t r a c t s . An o r i g i n a l p o l i c y h a n g s i n t h e p r e s e n t B e n j a m i n I n s u r a n c e 
A g e n c y . B e n a l s o r a n t h e T a x C o l l e c t o r ' s o f f i c e f r o m t h e home. He w a s T a x 
C o l l e c t o r f r o m 1 9 3 4 t o 1 9 5 0 . O f a l l t h e y e a r s h e r a n f o r o f f i c e , h e a l ­
w a y s r e c e i v e d t h e h i g h e s t v o t e o f t h e e l e c t i o n . He u s e d t o j o k e t o M a r y , 
" I h a v e t o t a k e t h e p e o p l e ' s money a w a y , b u t t h e y s t i l l s e e m t o v o t e f o r 
me! " 
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NYC RESERVATION 

ROOSTER CLUB MEMBERS 
GUEST PARKING 

T h e 1 9 3 3 - 3 4 s e a s o n s a w t h e r e s t a u r a n t i n f u l l s w i n g . T h e s e a s o n u s u ­
a l l y r a n f r o m P a t r i o t s Day i n A p r i l t o T h a n k s g i v i n g . T h i r t e e n w a i t r e s s e s 
w e r e e m p l o y e d i n 1 9 3 4 . 

T h e k i t c h e n h a d t h r e e d i f f e r e n t s t o v e s . T h e o r i g i n a l b l a c k k e r o s e n e 
s t o v e w a s u s e d m a i n l y a s a w a r m i n g t a b l e f o r t h e h u n d r e d s o f p e c a n , c l o v e 
a n d c i n n a m o n r o l l s . M o s t o f t h e h e a v y c o o k i n g w a s d o n e o n a h o u s e h o l d f o u r 
b u r n e r e l e c t r i c o v e n . A g a s s t o v e w a s a l s o u s e d . M a r y u s e d t o t e l l o f 
c o o k i n g on o n e s t o v e , t r a n s f e r r i n g f o o d t o t h e o t h e r t o k e e p i t warm a n d 
c o n s t a n t l y j u g g l i n g t h e t e m p e r a t u r e o f b o t h t o g e t e v e r y t h i n g t o come o u t 
e v e n . A m i d s t a l l t h e c o m m o t i o n , d a u g h t e r B e t t y w a s a l l o w e d t o r o l l e r s k a t e 
i n t h e k i t c h e n ! 

T h e e l l h a d t w o l a r g e i c e b o x e s , a n d o n e s m a l l e l e c t r i c c o i l r e f r i g e r ­
a t o r . A c o m m e r c i a l i c e c r e a m f r e e z e r w a s b o u g h t l a t e r . I c e f o r t h e i c e 
b o x e s u s e d t o come e v e r y o t h e r d a y o r s o f r o m t h e H a r r i s I c e H o u s e i n 
M i l l b u r y . M e a t a n d p r o d u c e w e r e d e l i v e r e d by S u t t o n r e s i d e n t , R o y M i l l e r , 
f r o m h i s M i l l b u r y g r o c e r y s t o r e . L i v e l o b s t e r s a n d s e a f o o d w e r e p i c k e d 
u p a t F o r b u s h ' s F i s h M a r k e t on G r e e n S t r e e t i n W o r c e s t e r . I c e c r e a m came 
f r o m D o n o v a n ' s i n M i l l b u r y a n d M o n t r o s e ' s i n W o r c e s t e r . 

S i n c e M a r y ' s b u r n i n g a c c i d e n t , B e n d i d m o s t o f t h e h e a v y c o o k i n g . T h e 
t e a r o o m h a d g r o w n i n t o a f u l l f l e d g e d r e s t a u r a n t a n d f u n c t i o n c e n t e r . B e n 
d i d a l l t h e b o i l i n g o f l o b s t e r s a n d d e e p f a t f r y i n g . M a r y d i d a l l t h e 
b a k i n g a n d b r o i l i n g . W a i t r e s s e s w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s e t t i n g up t a b l e s . 

WOOD STOVES HEATED 
THE GUEST ROOMS 

Singletary Farm 
Sutton, Mass. 

We hope that you'll enjoy your 
stay. 

We hope you'll hate to go away. 
If you like what we serve and like 

what we do. 
We hope you will sendto usfriends 

who are new. 

Mary Stevenson Benjamin 

BUSINESS CARD-
SUTTON STYLE 

Dec. tfSj 



c l e a n i n g u p a n d w a s h i n g d i s h e s . T h e y w e r e a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r w h a t t h e y 
b r o k e . T h e g i r l s w e r e p a i d a d o l l a r a n i g h t a n d s p l i t t i p s e v e n l y . Many a 
y o u n g w a i t r e s s n u r s e d h e r t i r e d f e e t l a t e i n t o t h e n i g h t a f t e r c a r r y i n g 
h e a v y t r a y s up a n d down t h e s t a i r s . W a i t r e s s e s a l l w o r e " d i m i t y " d r e s s e s 
o f t h e same p a t t e r n , i n d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s made b y t h e girls„ T h e y w e r e 
h a p p y t o g e t j o b s d u r i n g t h e D e p r e s s i o n , 

C o m p l e t e d i n n e r s i n 1 3 3 4 - 3 5 i n c l u d e d a p p e t i z e r , s o u p a n d d e s s e r t a n d 
c o u l d b e b o u g h t f o r $ 1 . 5 0 o r u n d e r . I n f l a t i o n e v e n t u a l l y r a i s e d t h e p r i c e 
o f t h e S i n g l e t a r y b o i l e d l o b s t e r d i n n e r t o $ 1 . 7 5 , Summer g u e s t s c o u l d 
s t a y a w e e k e n d f o r u n d e r $ 2 0 . 0 0 , Some o f t h e r e g u l a r g u e s t s i n c l u d e d 
A r t h u r L a n g e v i n , t h e h e a d e n g i n e e r o n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e S u t t o n s e c ­
t i o n o f R o u t e 1 4 6 . H. D. K n o x f r o m t h e W a l l S t r e e t b r o k e r a g e f i r m o f H, 
D„ K n o x Co. w a s a f r e q u e n t g u e s t f r o m T h u r s d a y n i g h t t o Monday m o r n i n g s . 

T h e o l d h a y b a r n on t h e p r o p e r t y w a s u s e d by many l o c a l o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s , s c h o o l s a n d c i v i c g r o u p s . P i n g p o n g , d a n c i n g a n d s o c i a l i z i n g i n 
t h e b a r n w e r e o r d e r s o f t h e e v e n i n g b e f o r e dommer. A c o i n o p e r a t e d j u k e 
b o x u s u a l l y p r o v i d e d t h e m u s i c . 

T h e o r i g i n a l b a r n w a s a h a y b a r n w i t h l o f t s i n t a c t l e f t o v e r f r o m t h e 
S t o c k w e l l f a r m . T h i s s t r u c t u r e b l e w down i n t h e 1 9 3 8 H u r r i c a n e , Many 
s t r a n d e d m o t o r i s t s w e r e f o r c e d t o s t a y a t S i n g l e t a r y F a r m u n t i l t h e r o a d s 
w e r e c l e a r e d . A m a s s i v e E l m t r e e i n f r o n t o f t h e h o u s e f e l l , a n d d i d 
damage t o t h e f r o n t p o r t i o n o f t h e h o u s e roof„ A new b a r n w a s b u i l t o n 
t h e same s i t e a s t h e o l d b a r n , b u t i t w a s d e s i g n e d m o r e a s a f u n c t i o n 
h a l l , A s t a g e w a s b u i l t a t one e n d a s w e l l a s a s m a l l k i t c h e n . 

Many t o w n o r g a n i z a t i o n s h e l d s q u a r e d a n c e s a n d f u n d r a i s e r s i n t h e 
b a r n . A t one s q u a r e d a n c e on a p a r t i c u l a r l y b r i g h t m o o n l i t n i g h t , t o w n 
r e s i d e n t R u d o l p h N u n n e m a c h e r l e d t h e s q u a r e d a n c e r s o u t o f t h e b a r n a n d 
a r o u n d t h e g r o u n d s s q u a r e d a n c i n g u n d e r t h e s t a r s . 

G u e s t s w e r e e n c o u r a g e d t o b o w l a n d p l a y l a w n t e n n i s on t h e g r e e n . T h e 
W o r c e s t e r A r c h e r y C l u b h e l d m e e t s i n t h e b a c k f i e l d . 

Many w e d d i n g r e c e p t i o n s w e r e h e l d a t S i n g l e t a r y F a r m , T h e b r i d e s 
w o u l d u s e a n u p s t a i r s g u e s t room t o c h a n g e i n t o t r a v e l i n g c l o t h e s . F r o m 
h e r e , t h e y w o u l d s t e p o u t t h e w i n d o w o n t o t h e f l a t r o o f o f t h e b a c k p o r c h 
t o t h r o w t h e i r b r i d a l b o u q u e t . No l i q u o r w a s s e r v e d a t t h e r e s t a u r a n t a s 
t h e r e w a s no l i c e n s e , b u t u s u a l l y a s m a l l t o a s t t o t h e w e d d i n g p a r t y w a s 
a l l o w e d . M a r y , b e i n g a n e x c e p t i o n a l g a r d e n e r a n d g r o u n d k e e p e r w a s a l w a y s 
a b l e t o f i n d a f o u r l e a f c l o v e r i n t h e l a w n a n d w o u l d p r e s e n t one t o t h e 
b r i d e on h e r w e d d i n g d a y f o r g o o d l u c k . 

D u r i n g t h e o f f s e a s o n , t h e B e n j a m i n s r e n o v a t e d t h e h o u s e a n d ' d i d t h e 
r o o m s o v e r . T h e h e a v y u s a g e made f o r n e c e s s a r y y e a r l y u p k e e p . I t a l s o 
a l l o w e d M a r y t o a p p l y h e r many a r t i s t i c t a l e n t s i n c h a n g i n g d e c o r . D u r i n g 
t h e o f f s e a s o n t h e h o u s e a n d b a r n w e r e s t i l l o p e n t o t h e S u t t o n o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s , t e a m s , G r a n g e a n d women's c l u b m e e t i n g s . 

T h e R o o s t e r C l u b o f S u t t o n h a d many o f i t s m e e t i n g s h e r e . T h i s c l u b 
s t a r t e d w h e n f i v e o r s i x c o u p l e s i n c l u d i n g t h e B e n j a m i n s w e n t t o a M a s o n i c 
H a l l o w e e n p a r t y . M a r y won a l i v e r o o s t e r a s a d o o r p r i z e a n d h a d t o go t o 
t h e f r o n t o f t h e h a l l t o b l a i m i t . A s s h e c a r r i e d t h e c r o w i n g , f l a p p i n g 
r o o s t e r b a c k t o h e r t a b l e , c l u b member Maude M a c L a r e n d e c i d e d t o d o n a t e 
o n e o f h e r f a r m c h i c k e n s a l o n g w i t h M a r y ' s r o o s t e r f o r a d i n n e r a t S i n g l e ­
t a r y F a r m t h e f o l l o w i n g n i g h t . A f e w o t h e r c o u p l e s j o i n e d f o r t h e d i n n e r 
m a k i n g t h e e i g h t c o u p l e s o f t h e R o o s t e r C l u b . F o r y e a r s l a t e r t h e c l u b 
met t o p l a y b r i d g e a n d t h e l o s i n g " c o u p l e w o u l d a l w a y s h o s t t h e n e x t p a r t y 
a t t h e i r home. M a r y h a d e v e n w r i t t e n a s o n g b o o k e n t i t l e d " O u r C r o w s " , a 
b o o k o f r o o s t e r v e r s e s s e t t o p o p u l a r s o n g s . I am t o l d t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l 
r o o s t e r w a s q u i t e t o u g h a n d t h e g r o u p h a d many g o o d n a t u r e d l a u g h s a b p i t 
t h e i n c i d e n t o v e r t h e y e a r s . Many g o o d f r i e n d s h i p s w e r e f o r m e d i n t h i s 
g r o u p t h a t l a s t e d many y e a r s . (cont'd, bottom p7) 
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DOROTHEA WATERS MORAN 1895 -1987 
DOROTHEA'S LEGACY 

By Ralph Gumey Jr. 

What impact will be realized In the year 2000 by the birth of a baby 
girl on March 29,1895in her great-grandmother's hooie in Brooklyn, New 
York? The baby's father is Walter Waters, a son of Sutton, now an 
organist. The mother is a pretty young girl, Ada Belle Valentine Waters, 
who has returned to her grandmother's home for the birth of her first 
child, which was common in those days. The baby, Dorothea, in later 
years became well known to us as Dorothea Waters Moran of the Waters 
farm in West Sutton. 

The year 1974 was of significance to the Town of Sutton, as this 
marked her decision to give to the Town the entire farm consisting of 103 
acres, including the family home which was built by her great, great, 
great-grandfather, Stephen Waters, in 1757 and the contents and rec­
ords, to be used for education and preservation. This4s a one and only 
gift of its kind and irreplaceable, as the facts and records show. 

The land was purchased in 1720 by a Richard Waters and has been 
in the family continuously until 1974, when given to the Town of Sutton. 
The home, built in 1757, had a north ell added in 1830, and, in 1840, a 
west ell was added to shelter John Waters and his third wife, Hittie. This 
wonderful old house has withstood the elements for over 230years, and 
today stands ready again to express itself through teaching and the 
education of our children in the way people lived in the 1700's and 1800's, 
known as "Living History." 

Down in the easterly direction in the onion field among the trees, if 
one looks closely, one will notice the old stone quarry which still contains 
the last, large stone post that was to be used but never taken out, and the 
wedges are still there, which allows us to see how it was removed. 

The dam is still standing (now the Beaton property), but the mill is 
long gone which cut the lumber from the local forests which in turn built 
many a home and barn. 

The records tell us that Stephen Waters developed the Sutton Beauty 
apple, and yes, folks, there are still a few trees standing. Af uture project 
will be to start another small orchard in Stephen's honor. It is noted that 
there were thousands of these trees which blossomed and produced fruit 
sent all over the world. 

It is said that way down in the forest, upon a close look, one will notice 
here and there, a large depression and a small pile of stones which 
indicated where Dorothea's grandfather, Samuel, went as a young 
teenager to spend a week or two tending the charcoal pits, and this 
product was sold in Boston. What about the pile of stones? Well that is 
the remains of Sam's fireplace where he did his cooking, and it is said 
that, every few days, his brother would bring down some food to keep 
him going. 

Now the years have rolled on, and Dorothea feels that this farm has 
a purpose in life, and she wants it to have meaning forf uture generations. 

I personally believe that there is a greattrestleboard in the Creator's hand 
and things will be revealed in their time, at the proper moment. 

The year 1802 found Simeon Waters of Sutton taking his young bride 
to Livermore, Maine, to establish a farm out of the wilderness. In 1987, 
we were privilege to make a contact with Billie Gammon of Washburn-
Norlands Foundation, which sitson someofSimeon'soldfarm land, now 
containing over 400 acres. At this farm, they teach "Living History," and 
you can stay overnight or go for the day and live as they did in the 1800's. 
When Billie Gammon found that someone from Sutton was around that 
could place old 'Sim" in our local family, she was thrilled. She has been 
down to Waters farm and has allowed us to go up there and video the 
teaching programs down here. Dorothea was made aware of the Wash-
burn-Norlands programs and intended to go to Maine this summer to 
visit Billie and see the teachers in their period dressteaching the children 

of today as they did in 1850. 
With the cooperation of the Sutton Conservation Commission and 

the Board of Selectmen, the door has been opened for the active partici­
pation of the Sutton Historical Society as the umbrella of direction for a 
Living History Center at the farm in Sutton. 

In the future, you will see funding under way, programs and plans, 
both short and long range, spelled out, and the barn replaced, The old 
farm will be spruced up, and, as it served to raise generations of hardy 
families in the past, it will show our generation and those to follow how 
New England has served in the development of America and the World. 

It is impossible to attempt to place a value on this gift to the Town of 
Sutton, for how do we measure the value of a 90-acre water shed which 
continues to protect the beautiful Manchaug Lake in the valley? In the 
future, one will be able to walk down paths through the woods, here 
mankind can stop a moment to listen and to reach out to touch Creation. 
On this land, a family had its share of failures and successes. This old 
home rejoiced in the birth of 27 babies, and it was the secluded comforter 
of 19 precious souls who were called home to their Creator. 

1987 commemorated the 92nd year that Dorothea had come to her 
home in Sutton for the summer season and to celebrate the 8th Annual 
Waters Farm Day. Her health was rapidly deteriorating, so she returned 
to 21 East 10th Street in New York City on September 30th. We visited 
with her on October 13th and talked to her on October 23rd and 24th, and, 
on Monday morning the 2eth, she passed quietly on to her Eternal home. 

Sutton, as a community of grateful people, will miss this tiny lady and 
the pleasure of her annual visits, but she has left us agift and legacy which 
shall never be forgotten. She was 92 years young, and her spirit will 
always reign over Waters Farm. 

T h e d e c i s i o n t o c l o s e S i n g l e t a r y F a r m t o t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c i n 1 9 4 1 
came p a r t l y b e c a u s e t h e u n d e r t a k i n g h a d g o t t e n s o l a r g e . T h e l a r g e s t 
g r o u p s e r v e d o v e r t h e c o u r s e o f t h e t e n y e a r s o f o p e r a t i o n w a s a p a r t y o f 
1 1 0 . T h e b e d s i n t h e u p s t a i r s g u e s t r o o m s w o u l d be k n o c k e d down a n d 
s t o r e d i n t h e a t t i c a n d t a b l e s a n d c h a i r s w o u l d be s e t up i n t h o s e r o o m s . 
A n o t h e r e v e n t t h a t p r o m p t e d t h e d e c i s i o n t o c l o s e w a s t h e r a t i o n i n g o f 
c e r t a i n i t e m s d u r i n g W o r l d War Two. B u t t e r , m e a t , c o f f e e , s u g a r a n d g a s o ­
l i n e w e r e a l l r a t i o n e d i t e m s . 

B y 1 9 4 1 , B e n ' s i n s u r a n c e b u s i n e s s h a d d e v e l o p e d a n d w a s b e c o m i n g s e l f 
s u s t a i n i n g . T h e B e n j a m i n s h a d l i v e d t h r o u g h t h e D e p r e s s i o n n o t w i t h g r e a t 
p r o f i t , b u t t h e y came t h r o u g h i t o w n i n g t h e h o u s e a n d p r o p e r t y . T h e y h a d 
h a d a l s o made many l a s t i n g f r i e n d s h i p s a l o n g t h e w a y . 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS -
S E P T E M B E R - T h e S o c i e t y m e t a t t h e G e n e r a l R u f u s P u t n a m H a l l . On t h e 
l o w e s t b i d o f $75D.OO, t h e S o c i e t y v o t e d t o i n s t a l l t h r e e g a s s p a c e 
h e a t e r s , o n e e a c h i n t h e h a l l w a y , museum a r e a , a n d m e e t i n g h a l l . T h e 
f l e a m a r k e t o n L a b o r D ay r a i s e d $ 2 3 8 . 2 8 . A new p o r c h f l o o r i n s t a l l e d 
a n d t h e c o l u m n s w e r e r e c o n d i t i o n e d b y c i v i c s p i r i t e d v o l u n t e e r s i n t h e 
c o m m u n i t y . T h r e e h u n d r e d n i n e t y e i g h t B U L L E T I N S w e r e m a i l e d t o m e m b e r s , 
some l o c a t e d i n t w e n t y - e i g h t s t a t e s . T h e M a n c h a u g B a p t i s t C h u r c h [ o w n e d 
b y t h e S o c i e t y ] w a s r e - r o o f e d a t a c o s t o f $ 5 , 1 0 0 . I n o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l B i c e n t e n i a l J o h n V i r o s t e k , o u r s p e a k e r , d i s c u s s e d i n d e ­
t a i l many i n t e r e s t i n g a s p e c t s o f o u r N a t i o n a l C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
OCTOBER - T h e S o c i e t y m e t a t t h e G e n e r a l R u f u s P u t n a m H a l l a n d e l e c t e d t o 
o n e y e a r o f f i c e s t h e f o l l o w i n g ; P r e s i c e n t , D a n i e l W. G r i f f i t h , V i c e P r e s i 
'-^ent, J a n e t S m i t h , R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y , B a r b a r a W e a v e r , C o r r e s p o n d i n g 
S e c r e t a r y , M a r y H. A r a k e l i a n , T r e a s u r e r , P e n n i e L i n d e r , A s s i s t a n t T r e a ­
s u r e r , M a r y H. A r a k e l i a n , C u r a t o r , R u t h P u t n a m , a n d A s s i s t a n t C u r a t o r , 
M a r i e t a G. H o w a r d . A l s o , e l e c t e d o n t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s w e r e ; B e t t y 
K e e n e , F r a n c i s D o n n e l l y , a n d S t e p h e n L e C l a i r e , T h e f u t u r e s t a t u s o f t h e 
M a n c h a u g B a p t i s t C h u r c h w a s d i s c u s s e d . T h e S p e a k e r f o r t h e e v e n i n g w a s 
S h i r l e y C o o n e y , a D o u g l a s A n i m a l P o u n d o w n e r a n d a n a u t h o r i t y o n 
W h i p p e t d o g s , t h e i r h i s t o r y a n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . S h e r e n d e r e d a d v i c e 
c o n c e r n i n g a c h o i c e o f d o g s a n d t h e i r c a r e . 
NOVEMBER - M e e t i n g a t t h e G e n e r a l R u f u s P u t n a m H a l l , t h e S o c i e t y h e l d a 
s h o r t b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g . T h e s p a c e h e a t e r u n i t s w e r e w i r e d i n t o s e r v i c e 
a n d a r e p r o v i n g t o be q u i t e e f f i c i e n t ^ R a y m o n d S m i t h , S u t t o n H i g h w a y 
S u r v e y o r , w i l l r e g r a d e a n d p a v e w a t e r r u n o f f w h i c h p r e v i o u s l y l e a k e d i n t o 
t h e b u i l d i n g b a s e m e n t . T h e S p e a k e r , J a m e s P. W h i t t a l l , D i r e c t o r o f a r c h a 
e o l o g y f o r t h e E a r l y S i t e s R e s e a r c h S o c i e t y , p r e s e n t e d a d u a l p r o j e c t o r 
s l i d e l e c t u r e o n t h e a s p e c t s o f p r e - C o l u m b i a n v o y a g e s t o N o r t h A m e r i c a , 
DECEMBER - T h e S o c i e t y m e t i n t h e G e n e r a l R u f u s P u t n a m H a l l a n d h e l d 
t h e i r A n n u a l C h r i s t m a s A u c t i o n . A f t e r a b r i e f b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g , a u c ­
t i o n e e r s ; D a n i e l G r i f f i t h , H e l e n O r d u n g a n d B u d [ R a l p h ] G u r n e y p r o ­
c e e d e d t o s t i m u l a t e t h e m e m b e r s i n t o h i l a r i o u s p u r c h a s i n g e v e n i n g o f 
f u n i n w h i c h $ 2 5 4 . 5 0 w a s r a i s e d . 

SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER - WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
J o h n a n d A l t a E a t o n M a r t h a L a r s e n 
S a n d r a H a r r i s C a r o l y n V. M i l l s 
S h a r o n H o b e y J o h n C. P e t r a g l i a 
J o h n a n d S i i r i J o n a s c h Mr. a n d M r s . J o h n V i r o s t e k 

IN MEMORIAM -
• J o h n H a r t n e s s ^ l ^ D o r o t h e a W a t e r s M o r a n 
'I ^ R o l a n d C. M a r a n d o >;<Alvin B. S w i n d e l l 
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