SUTTON, MASSACHUSETTS

YE OLD BLACKSMITH SHOP

As we enter the year 1975 and once
_ more stand across 8ingletary Avenue in
Sutton and look at the newly restored
sign on the blacksmith shop,
M, M, SHERMAN
BLACKSMITH
and
WHEEIWRIGHT _
2 We can but run through our minds
he many horses and oxen that had enter-
c;d that door to have their hoofs pared
dressed alsoc the many stories that
re told by men who sat about while the
"Smithy" wheeled his hammer on the hot
and glowing irons that had just been haul-
ed out of the fire,

Speaking of oxen I remember my father,

Dexter A. Brigham, telling a story, This
of course was many years ago, I will not
mention the persons name but he was a
relative of some of the people who live
here now, This gentleman walking beside
his heavy loaded oxen cams to a small
hill and after the oxen were part way up
they decided to rest, however, the driver
deep in thought kept on walking to the
top of the hill then turning around was
much surprised and probably irritated,
probably with an outburst of language,
found his pair of oxen resting very calm-
ly halfway down the hill,

Thoughout Sutton there were many
small shoe shops and blacksmith shops and
from a reliable source I found that the
ox sling was purchased from Ashael Newton
who had a small shop that stood on the
spot where Otto F. Pearson now lives a
short distance below the present Black-
smith Shop on Singletary Avenue in Sutton,
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APRIL 19, 1775

What was on the minds of our Sutton
Forefathers on that fateful day of
Aprdil 19, 1775? What was the reaction to
the horseman who galloped, saddlewsary,
from Boston Westward ento Sutton's Great
Road and  then vanished on the road to
Hartford, all the while shouting the
message, "Ihe Red Coats have opened
battle in Lexington®.

This day, this moment was only a
climax, Sutton people dreaded but knew
it had to come, From the Colenial
underground movement of Sam Adams aided
by the well hidden printing press of
Isaiah Thomas in Worcester, the message
had long since seeped through "Prepare',

For many months officers of our local
Malitia consisting of the compulsory
216 to " ysar old males had assiduous-
ly attended the Patriots clandistine
meetings in Worcester, A Sutton Horse
Company, a mounted segment of the
Malitia, had been formed as the result
of erders dispatched=dut of one of these
meetings—September 21, 1774, A Minute
Man Company had long since been under
vigorous training, Every man and yeuth
of the Malitia had been assigned a
position he would take at the time of the
Alarm, The one thing no one knew was
just when or whers that battle would be
fought.

But now Sutton knew, And so, on the
day of April 19, 1775, under the sudden
impact of that Lexington Alarm native
horsemen was prepared to radiate out
from the Great Road to spread the hor-
rendous news, Wiry male youths, on foot
and cutting crosslots, acted as runners
to the isolated farms and millsites, I
can even imagine girls where the boys
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YE OLD BLACKSMITH SHOP (CON*T)

It might be interesting to look back
into the 1800%s and we find that between
1876 to 1880 a man from Upton operated a
blacksmith and woodworking shop at this
location, We understand that his business
failed and Daniel Dudley a blacksmith and
George Rich a wheelwright were the next
owners,

Now we come into the Sherman
ownership,

At that time Hollis N. Sherman,

grandfather of Mrs Perry (8live) and
Mrs Emily Swindell, lived on the present
lecation of Peter Zuidema which is at

the corner of Mendon Road and Old Mill
Road, He had & small shep on his placs
as most all farmers did at that tims so
as to be able to fix up broken parts
when machinery broke down, He alse
eperated a small stage coach that went
from West Sutton, at that time there was
a post office and hotel there, to Braman-
ville kmown as the first village and Mil -
lbury Center known as the second village,
Probably he not only carried people but
also the mail from the Millbury Post
Office,

Between the Blackswith Shop and the
present Polly’s Antique Shep was a barm
that has been torm down recently, Here
Hollis woeuld stop to feed his horses on
his daily trips to the first and second
villages,

In 1893, Hollls purchased the
property which included the present briek
building on the corner, the barm that has
been torn down and the present Blacksmith
Shop, He and his fawmily moved into the
brick house,

His children lived with him, We are
pot informed as to what Hollis worked at
during the rest of his life, However,
his sons went inte the shep, Milton whe
waz at that time about thirty years old
took over the shop, He was a self taught
blacksmith, When Lewis was about seven-
teen years old he went in to help Milton,

As you look the shop over you can
see that there was an addition built on
that contains woodworking mechinery., Seo
when the two men got busy they not only
wers blacksmiths but also wheelwrights
making many wheels and wagons, As you
look around in the further part of the
building now you find many relics of the
former days, spokes, wheel rims and hubs,

"Mill" as he was called died im 1951
and Lewis in 1969 but the activities of
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the shop stopped sometime im the 1950°s
because of the more modern ways of
travel, The autombbile took over the
wagons and the tractors drove off the
horses off the farms,

Now most of the horses are riding,
and when the horse needs new shoes the
blacksmith has his equipment in a truek
and goes to the horses instead of the
horses going to him,

In 1971, the Sutton Historical
Seciety purchased the Blacksmith Shop
from the heirs in the hopes that it can
be kept as a2 heritage of former days,

Where Hollis and his family lived,
known as the "0ld Brick Store” was pur—
chased several yesars ago and is now
®"Polly’s Antique Shop® and it contains
not oenly the shop but several apartments,

Se we hope that the Suttem Historiecal
Socisty will be able to keep in tack some
of the old memories of the past,

by John Brigham




SUTTON YESTERDAY

We hope to make this section of our Bulletin a regular
feature showing enlargements of old sketches, postcards
or photos of Sutton.

THIS FIRST ISSUE WE FEATURE THIS LOVELY SKETCH OF OUR
TOWN COMMON DONE ABOUT 1830

THE SOTTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY BULLETIN
Vol, I Ne, I March 1975

The Sutten Historiecal Soeciety
Bulletin is and will be what you the
menbers of the Historical Seciety make
it, Rev, Arthur K. Pops, one of cur
Seciety’s directors bas volunteered te
be the bulletin’s founder and editer for
at lsast the first year of its exist-
ence, We badly meed typists and other
general help, Volunteer by calling Rev,
Pops 865-6914, The assistanee of Mrs,
Carilyn E. Philbrook im gstting out this
first issue has beem imvaluable,

Plans now eall for the issuance of
the Bulletin quarterly, FPlease sutmit
formal papers, writtem memories, old
photographs, letters, ete, to ths editor
or Mprs Philbrook.

The first few issues of the bulletin
will be sent te all residents of Suttem
in an effort to build up the Socisty,
Afterwards they will be sent only to
members or imterested subseribers,

WHAT IS THE SUTTON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

The Sutton Historical Soeiety is an
erganization that exists te promote
research and learning in the histery of
the town of Sutton; to asquire, protect
and preserve property, historical
documsnts, relics, and objectsy and te
promote celebration of patriotic and
historic amniversaries,

We own and currently are preserving
and pretecting a turn of the century
Blacksmith Shep in Sutton Center,

We meet monthly for various
programs of historical significance,

We are governmed by a Board of
Direstors of twelve persons, Presently
Mr, Ras Johnsen is our president.,

A1l persons who love the town of
Sutton and who wish to see its historical
character preservedare welcome to become
members of our astive and growing society
by submitiing the application below,

To: The Sutten Historical Soeciety Imc,
Mr, Donald King, Treasurer
¥Whitins Road
Manchaug, Mass, 01526

I/ e are interested in 80111153 the
Sutton Historical Society, (check one)

Family membership at $5 per Year——

Single membership at $3 per ysar——-

Junior membership at $1 psr year—
(Under 18 ysars of age)

(Signature)

Hame (please print)

Address

Pleass make checks payable to
Sutton Historical Seeiety,
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APRIL 19, 1775 (coneT)

were not available, taking to their
heelsy the less stoic among them weeping
and seeing a Red Coat crouched behind
every tree and bouldsr,

Whersver the horseman sped by and
wherever there was a musket in the house,
The weapon was discharged in great vol-
leys, Wherever there was a msetinghouse
bell, the sexton rang out the clarionmn
netes of war, Drums rolled to sound the
dreadful message, The people heard it
all over town, Sutton's Malitia heard
it, they mustered in assigned places and
were on their way-mounted or on foot,

Women folk had hardly emerged from
the hardships of pioneer days when they
were once more called upen to suffer
even greater privations-their men gone
off to War, Soms say it was a rebel
Army of miscontents speiling for a fight,
I ecan not buy that as I read the names of
our Sutton Revolutionary War dead and
those whe came home maimed for life also
those who by some miracle returned whole
in body and mind, These were the men who
were building a town, Now they were
called to build a nation, Loyal? TYes,
But if they had had their ruthers King
George 111 would have died on soms far—
away sheals on his Magestie’s feundered
ship, And the Parliament be hanged, Our
Colonies wonld come off goed enough soon-
er or later but thess msn left their
hearts in Sutton,

It is an histerieally recorded
fact that out of all Wercester County
towns, Sutton sent the greatest number
of fighting troops te Concord and they
were there for the push whish sent the
defeated Red Coats back to their re-
doubts in Bosten,

by Phyllis MacLaren

From

Sutton Historical Society
Box 127

Manchaug, Mass. 01526

DOLLS OF YESTERYEAR

Mrg Lucille Weroniecki of Thompson,
Comnecticut will spsak and display her
eollection of historiecal dolls on March 4
at the Sutton Historical Seciety, Among
her colleection of handmade dolls is one
ios years old,

Mrs Weroniecki has shown her collec-
tion of handmade historical dolls at
schools, historical societies, libraries,
eraft shows and Grange meetings all over
New England, :

Whether you are a collesctor or maker
of dolls, yeu will find this evening of
%Dolls of Yesteryear® entertaining and
educational,

Mrs Weroniecki is concerned with the
preservation of the craft of making hand
made dells,

If anyone has any old dells they
would like to display they are urged to

All meetings first Twesday of the
month 8 P.M, but place varies, Watch

your newspaper for place of meetings,
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